Scarborough Digital Action Group - 17/06/10
Meeting held at CEL at Woodend, courtesy Matthew Taylor

Present: Roger Foster (chair), Matthew Taylor, Bob Harris, Steve Bromham, Richard Askew, Andrew Clay, Keith Wood, Anthony Springall and a new member Paul Norbury of the Change Foundation.

Apologies: Darren Mundy, Darrell Hooper, Michael Pitts, Nick Taylor, Simon Frost, Helen Harrop and John Popham

The May meeting had to be aborted as those who turned up at Falconers Road found themselves locked out. Explanations and apologies have been given. I thanked Matthew Taylor for having us at CEL for this meeting, and for the lavish hospitality we received.

Andrew mentioned that a Yorkshire-wide event ‘Digital Yorkshire’ might be tried again later in the year, and members of the Group will be kept informed.

Paul Norbury introduced himself, and explained about the Change Foundation which has offices in York Place: this is a newly formed Social Enterprise which may be able to assist in finding suitable ‘Media Novices’ for the ‘Illuminate Yorkshire’ (IL) project, amongst other things.
ILLUMINATING YORKSHIRE

Steve Bromham and Andrew Clay then took us through the IL project. (NB not to be confused with ‘Illuminating York’).
Steve and Andrew have had a number of meetings with possible funders and supporters of this project, which is intended to engage with the digitally excluded, bringing together Media Novices, Digital Enterprises, Media Champions and the Arts and Cultural Sector. Yorkshire Forward want to capitalise on the assets they already have, such as Northern Net, which have involved high expenditure for, as yet, little return.

Involved in the project are SBC, Woodend, Nick Taylor, and Chris Flynn. It will include areas of social exclusion, of which Scarborough is alone in North Yorkshire. Other centres will be Leeds, Barnsley, Sheffield and Grimsby.

ERDF funding for a three year project is already allocated, but can only be accessed if matched funding can be found.

The Project is to stream live arts and culture events from Yorkshire, on a pay for view basis. Teams would be employed to film events such as SJT, Crucible, Jazz Festival etc., WiMax these to distribution points, locally Woodend, and on from there using the fibre capacity available.

This could provide revenue to the SMEs producing the material, but would require involvement with the disadvantaged, in that each production team would have to include one Digital Novice. IL would provide a hub through which the work could be co-ordinated.

Only one source of matched funding has so far been identified, but hopes are high. 

There followed a very useful discussion, with a number of good ideas. 

Next Meeting will be August 5th, and after that October 21st. Venue to be arranged, reminders will be issued.

