Minutes of the Transport Action Group Meeting – 7 January 2010, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Centre

Present:

P Barton (PB) - minute taker

M Bolt (MB) – CTC, Cycling Development Officer for North Yorkshire

B Cappleman (BC)

D Cluer (DC)

C Foster (CF)

C Goode (CG)

J Riby (JR) – Head of Technical Services, Scarborough Borough Council (SBC)

A Sharp (AS) – Chair

B Watson (BW)

1.  Apologies:
Peter Lapish

2.  Minutes of the last meeting:
Approved

3.  Matters Arising:
(i) matters concerning bus information were held over to the next meeting because Pete Redwood was absent, and he has been dealing with this.

(ii) discussions surrounding the top of Westborough – AS had circulated group members with suggestions and these had been submitted.

4.  Cycle Forum:
AS introduced Martyn Bolt who explained his role and all members present introduced themselves.  

AS opened this main topic by asking about the status of the Cycle Action Plan (CAP) drawn up in 2006/7.  JR explained that SBC used the Cycle Plan to bid to County for funding, as a long-term aspiration, but linked into the Local Transport Plan.  SBC tried to implement bits of the CAP as and when possible.  He explained how responsibility for cycling had been devolved from the original Cycle Forum to this Transport Action Group.

He pointed out that the Transport Action Group’s plan had been done in part.

LTP3 is currently in circulation for consultation and will come in in 2011 but, as of 2011, SBC will no longer be responsible for highways.  

He suggested that April 2011, when LTP3 will be implemented, is the opportune moment to get the CAP and its schedule accepted – less what has already been done.  SBC has made a bid, under the current LTP, for 3 schemes for cycling improvements for £146,000-

Queen Margaret’s Road

Belgrave Terrace

Stepney Road

AS pointed out that Queen Margaret’s Road is not used much by cyclists or pedestrians.  Priority should be given to Seamer Road which is very busy and which has been partly done.

DC said the worst part of Seamer Road for cyclists is the stretch between Valley Road and B+Q.  She further pointed out that if there were to be new housing on the site of the McCain Stadium this could affect plans.

	JR Responded that LDFs are very relevant to considerations – developers will be asked what they are doing to encourage sustainable transport.  JR said this Action Group could ask for all £146,000 to be spent on Seamer Road, but it would perhaps not be enough to complete the scheme.

CF stated that Seamer Road should be a priority, whether or not there was enough money for total provision because people cycle to work along this route (and demand will increase as the Business Park in Eastfield increases).

There was general agreement with the view that Seamer Road should be the priority.

There was discussion of the possibility of using ‘planning gain’ (including Section 106) to support particular schemes such as the upgrading of the Old Railway Line.

The Group was encouraged by JR to flag up the cycling Strategy to the relevant County Council Officers to make sure that measures get included in LTP3 and LDF.

JR offered to get hold of the current LDF as it affects the CAP.

AS suggested that we hold a practical session to look at the CAP plan and see what has been done.  We should aim to do this in 2 months’ time.

MB reported that the CTC had some for funding for cycle training, but that Cycling for Health was also important, and funding for this could involve the local PCT.

5.  Manor Road improvements:

It was suggested that this Group should have had the chance to have some input.  Even the local shop had not been consulted.  The meeting expressed its dislike of measures to reduce apparent road widths by using hatched central markings.  It was felt this tended to reduce the space available for cyclists and could discourage cycling.

Comments along these lines have been made to officers, but thus far there has been no response.

CG pointed out that this route was used a lot by pupils making their way to school, by bike and on foot.  He said there was a real need for a solid line down the middle of the path along Woodland Ravine to make it better for cyclists.

6. AOB:
MB used this opportunity to inform the group of recent developments:-

(i)   CTC was looking at projects to encourage cycling

-  working with Richardsons, in Dalby Forest;

-  bike ‘buddies’ schemes to give confidence to novice cyclists;

-  will run ‘Beginners Bike Rides’.

(ii)  CTC has a stock of bikes available for health rides;

(iii) More cycle sheds are proposed for Scarborough Sixth Form College.

He is very happy to be contacted for advice and information:

E-mail: martyn.bolt@ctc.org.uk

Mobile: 07717 678 549

7. Date of next meeting:
Thursday 4 February 2010, at 5.30pm in the Renaissance Centre.

AS/PB/LT

12.01.10


	Action

All

JR


