Minutes of the Transport Action Group Meeting – 5 November 2009, 5.30 pm at the Renaissance Centre

Present:

P Barton (PB) – minute taker

B Cappleman (BC)

D Cluer (DC)

C Foster (CF)

M L Jefferson (MLJ)

P Lapish (PL)

P Redwood (PR)

A Sharp (AS) - Chair

B Watson (BW)

G Wilson (GW)

	1. Apologies:  N Taylor (NT)

2.  Feedback from SITS Meeting held on 20 October at the Royal Hotel, Town Team Meeting:  

It was agreed that there had been lots of angry members of the public who had complained of empty buses and traffic held up at traffic lights.  CF said the meeting had been mainly about bus services and traffic lights – not about integrated transport.  Pedestrians and cyclists had been viewed mainly as a hindrance.

John Riby indicated at the SITS Meeting that P&R buses may, in future, be re-routed off West Street and Holbeck Hill (narrow roads, parked cars, chicanes) and back onto Filey Road.  Our group felt this would be an improvement.

Problems with P&R which should be addressed are:

Expense – suggest charging per vehicle parked and make the fare free or don’t charge for children;

Hours – extend P&R into the evening when ‘big events’ are on in town;

Signage – not enough signs advertising P&R on approaches; display more information stating buses run every 12 minutes;

Manning – PL says an official should be at each P&R site to help the public;

Ticketing – AS says there should be ‘integrated ticketing (like the ‘plus bus’ scheme with TP railways.

Our group felt that the message from the SITS Meeting on 20/10 was that the council was not listening to what the public was saying.  Our group wants to ask the local authority to do its best to improve usage of P&R and get more vehicles off the road.

3.  Priorities for this group for the next 6 months:

It was agreed by all that if this group is to have a future then we have to achieve something.  CF said we should define which areas we are looking at and then pick out projects.  AS defined these areas as ‘alternative transport’ ie not in a car, and we agreed to make a ‘hit-list’ of projects which should be achievable.

4.  Actions we can undertake:

i)  Bus Information

DC says this is already in hand.  James Bridges at the Town Hall is talking to IT people there who will put the information onto images.  PR pointed out that EYMS had last produced a map in 1999.  CF said there was a need for display maps in prominent places and simple plans on paper to give to people.  PL said Arriva hadn’t even produced a winter timetable last year.

PR volunteered to gather information on routes and location of bus stops in the town centre;

CF defined 3 stages in producing bus information. 

a)  collect information

b)  produce the art work

c)  reduce information onto a piece of paper and print it.

DC reminded the group that we must communicate with James Bridges about what he is doing.

ii)   Cycle Forum:

AS outlined the history and pointed out that since ‘Active Transport Group’ replaced the Cycle Forum there have been many problems implementing the Cycling Strategy.  A new Cycle Plan has been made.  CF said we needed to return to this in order to move from ideas to realisation.

It was agreed that we designate one of this group’s meetings as a Cycle Forum – provisionally Thursday 7 January at 5.30 pm in the Renaissance Centre.

iii)  Raising the status of pedestrians:
It was agreed to work on a pedestrian strategy.  AS said we should explore the designs that make a difference.  There was a lot of discussion on pedestrian crossings in Scarborough and the dangers thereof.  BC provided a photo of the new pedestrian crossings in Oxford Circus and suggested this might be adopted in certain places in Scarborough eg the Westborough crossing over Northway.  CF suggested that the Pedestrian Zones in Westborough and Aberdeen Walk should be better respected.  DC said she had a pedestrian strategy at home and that the council had produced (on Monday 2 November) a Sustainable Community Strategy which was available for discussion until 17 January.  Agreed we should start from these 2 documents before producing our suggestions.

5.  AOB

i) BW observed contraflow lanes in one-way streets in a Scottish town.  DC pointed out that most streets in Scarborough were too narrow for this – and lined on both sides with parked cars.

ii)  AS reported on progress with work on the ‘Cinder Track’ –

· New access ramp at Cross Lane – brief discussion;

· Resurfacing;

· Art work – installation during week beginning 16 November – see ‘railwayart.com’.

6.  Date of next meeting:

Thursday 3 December at 5.30pm in Renaissance Centre.
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