MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN TEAM

HELD ON TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2009

AT THE ROYAL HOTEL, ST NICHOLAS STREET, SCARBOROUGH

Present:
C Armitage, P Barton, R Brophy, B Cappleman, D Cluer, R Flowitt, B Foster, R Foster, B Harris, P McDonald, S Parnaby, A Perry, C Perry, T Pindar, J Preston, D Raine, M Raine, L Rowley, A Sangster, G Smith, M Taylor, N Taylor, G Tennent and D Vernon. 

Mr N Taylor, Urban Renaissance Manager, welcomed members and chaired the meeting in the absence of Mr T Peers, Chairman, and the two Vice-Chairmen, who had all sent their apologies.

1.0
Matters Outstanding and Arising From the Previous Meeting

1.1
There were no matters arising from the meeting held on 17 November 2009.

2.0
Review of 2009

2.1
Nick Taylor gave a presentation looking back over the achievements of 2009.  One of the reasons for the major success of Scarborough’s Urban Renaissance was the interaction between the many different groups, organisations and individuals who have been involved in the many projects that have been undertaken.  The most recent award was The Academy of Urbanism Great Town Award 2010. 

2.2
NT presented much of the activity he has been engaged in with other towns around the country on behalf of Yorkshire Forward or promoting Scarborough.

2.3
Another highlight of the year was accepting the Most Enterprising Town in Europe Award in Prague

2.5
A recent Town Team presentation on Station Square had led to the scheme being redesigned as the architects had received a lot of feedback from that meeting.  A Town Team member suggested that we take another look at Market Square.  NT reminded members that students from Sheffield had suggested putting the traffic lights further back down St Nicholas Street, at its junction with Newborough and St Thomas Street, to give a clearer vision down Eastborough, and this had been done when the new traffic lights were installed; however, more needed to be done to entice people into this area.

2.6
NT referred to the new Scarborough Rugby Club building at Scalby.  This was not a renaissance project but it was good to see a great facility developed with a lot of involvement from Scarborough people.  The Crown Hotel had been another quality development with attention to detail at a high standard.  One of the features of the redevelopment of the Crown Hotel was its link with Wimax at Woodend.  This is where a signal is sent from one building to another and the next building can beam that signal on to another location with no need for fibre optic cables and enables high quality broadband to be received.  Matthew Taylor (MT), (Director of CEL, from Hull University) announced that there would be a business focused event for new graduates in January.  (MT manages ‘creative enterprise to support the growth of graduate businesses’ at Woodend).  The University can offer a brokerage facility whereby businesses looking for a specific solution could approach the university for students to research the problem.  A member of the Town Team raised the issue of new housing developments being connected to broadband to encourage people into the Town.  However another member of the Town Team who had been involved with digital connectivity in Scarborough acknowledged that local connection speeds were not good.  Businesses needed good upload and download speeds and this was facilitated by the recent NYNET installations. The Digital Scarborough group were trying to the encourage further development of Freebay in the South Bay, which gives free wireless connectivity to the internet.  

2.7
NT then opened the meeting to members to suggest what other projects Urban Renaissance could look at in the future.  A member of the Town Team had visited County Hall to attend a discussion of the Planning Committee regarding the Sunken Gardens at the top of St Nicholas Gardens being designated as a public open space.  The Sunken Garden is at risk of being built on and losing this space.  The conclusion of the planning process was to hold a public inquiry.    Members of the public can support this by saying that the Sunken Garden has been an open space for many years and should be kept as such.

2.8
A member of the Town Team suggested that grant funding was coming to an end and should we be pressuring local authorities to get funding?  NT acknowledged that public spending was going to go through a rough time.  It was important to get the interest of other bodies and organisations to keep the momentum going, eg freebay came about from an initial outlay of £5,000.  We probably need to concentrate on the smaller projects that will be achievable.  We also need to look out for things that we can influence, eg Trafalgar Square, the old railway line.  A member suggested looking again at The Mere to see if there were things we could do to restore this attraction.  Members also suggested looking at the Futurist and the Open Air Theatre.  A Council member present hoped that there would be a report on this to one of the Overview & Scrutiny Committees in January.  Further suggestions for topics were looking at vandalism and also having an evening to discuss marketing of Scarborough nationally. 

2.9
NT concluded the presentation by thanking all the members present for their input during the past year.  He particularly asked thanks to go to Bob Harris for all the work he does on the urban renaissance website which receives a lot of positive comments.

3.0
Any Other Business

3.1
There was no further business to discuss.  The meeting closed followed by the serving of mulled wine and mince pies.

4.0
Date and Time of Next Meeting

4.1
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 19 January 2010 at 7.00 pm at The Royal Hotel.

