Scarborough Urban Space Group
Meeting Notes

11.12.2008

Potential Priorities for 2009: Open Forum Discussion

· Continue appraisal for Fantasy Forest and surrounding context

· The Futurist – more a medium term priority?  Is Stefanie still conducting a study?

· Windmill site (below Grand Hotel)

· Cliff Lift & Aquarium Top

· Essentially – complete the foreshore!

· Is Scarborough just the seafront – look at other spaces/places

· Continue theme established by Cinder Track project and look at green routes – Forge Valley
No final decision was made but it was highlighted that several of these projects remain consistent with work already underway/undertaken and once again focus very much on one area of the town.  Existing projects should not now be left, but any potential new projects could perhaps look to different areas of the town.
CABE Space Shaping Opportunity – Evaluate Key Critical Areas to Assess Issues & Identify Opportunities

(See Alex Sangster for details)

Pick a Site Brainstorm:

· Forge Valley

· Barrowcliffe

· St. Nicholas Gardens

· Albert Park (under the Castle)

· Oliver’s Mount and the Mere

· The Sands Area

This study is best suited to areas of more neglect that have serious range of social issues to resolve.  Also, it is a study rather than a design exercise and therefore not typically suitable for areas like The Sands, Oliver’s Mount etc where consultation is already underway regarding future developments.
After a close discussion it was decided by vote to put Barrowcliffe Forward as the number one priority for this study, with a site along the Foreshore as the reserve site.

Potential Specific USG Topics for 2009: Open Discussion Forum

· Working in closer collaboration with other Renaissance Action Groups
· End of Term Reports – help monitor successes, failures and actions

· Engage with both visitors and residents – diverge from typical attendance groups

· Sustainability – environmental issues and also issues related to health and wellbeing
Need to find a suitable project on which to collaborate, but maybe in short term we should make more effort to attend alternative meetings ourselves.

End of Term Reports would be useful, but has anyone the time to produce them?

Other studies already underway to look at how to engage non-residents.

Projects like the Cinder Track and potentially Forge Valley can lead the way in healthy lifestyle and sustainable travel ideas – we should make the most of the town’s natural resources.  However, jurisdictions mean it is not easy to engage with these projects as they go beyond the town boundaries.

Scarborough Design Review Panel
The Town Hall wish to explore the possibility of establishing a Design Review Panel for Scarborough to look at designs for projects in order to raise quality.
USG has no say in whether this goes ahead or not – but what is our general opinion?

Discussion about design is a good thing.  Some USG members would wish for public members to be on the panel.  Others suggest how can anyone review design without training/experience with it and therefore it should be a professional peer review.  No census reached in opinion – Nick Hart to investigate further.
