MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN TEAM
HELD ON TUESDAY 21 JULY 2009
AT THE ROYAL HOTEL, ST NICHOLAS STREET, SCARBOROUGH
 
Present:        D Abell, P Abell, A Abiola, P Afford, C Armitage, P Barton, R Brophy, D Cluer, L Davis, P Davis, G Elliott, R Foster, S Gandolfi, J Goodall, B Harris, N Hart,  J Hopton, R Johnson, S Johnson, G Parkins, S Parnaby, C Parsons,  M Paxton, A Perry, C Perry, C Phillips, J Preston, D Raine, M Raine, V Ramaswamy, H Rhodes, L Rowley, S Shastri, G Smith, N Taylor, M Vasey, B Ward, K Watts, T Witton and S Wormald.

 

                        Mr N Taylor chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman, Mr T Peers.

 

1.0         Matters Outstanding and Arising from the previous meeting.
 
1.1                   The Minutes were taken as read and there were not matters outstanding.

 

2.0      The Linear Park – Connecting The Mere to The Coast – A Presentation by Mick Paxton and Sarah Wormald.
 
2.1      Mick Paxton and Sarah Wormald, both Architects, introduced the concept of the Linear Park which will link The Mere to the Forshore.  The Linear Park has five stations with four interlinking paths.  The Park is designed in 3 layers: (i) the line (the whole route) which is based on plants and their cellular structure, this gives the line its identity; (ii) ‘the pods’, which provide a framework for design, eg seating.  It is anticipated that the community could get involved in designing the pods, building them and using them.  People could bring along local photographs to give a social and historical identity.  Businesses could get involved providing cafe facilities, cycle tracks, etc; and (iii) route hubs which would break up the four sections of the line to reflect changes along the route.  The hubs would be at The Mere, a sports village in the meadow beyond Weaponness and Seamer Road, some unused shrub land would form part of the pathway, meadows and water features, Station Yard which would incorporate information points, would link into the Station Square project and carry on down into the Valley to the Foreshore.  A viewing platform is proposed and a lift up to the Spa Bridge, there would be links to the Spa Project.

 

2.2      Members of the Town Team suggested that the Linear Park would be a useful cycle route from Eastfield to Town, the public could access and exit the Park where they chose, each station along the route would have a name, it would be useful to have signposts which indicated the time it would take to walk to various destinations, it would be useful to contact Sustrans who may be able to put us in touch with other Councils who have done similar schemes, the route could continue beyond Eastfield to the A64 at Staxton, it could become part of a national cycle network.

 

2.3      Mick Paxton and Sarah Wormald were thanked for their presentation.

 

3.0      Street Angels – The Impact on Scarborough’s Night Time Economy
 
3.1      The Reverend Graham Parkins from Churches Together in Scarborough has been involved in the Urban Renaissance Programme from the start and is taking the lead on the Street Angels project.  He introduced Paul Abell who leads the Street Angels team, Paul’s son Daniel Abell and Brian Ward who is the Programme Co-ordinator.

 

3.2      Paul Abell then spoke about who the Street Angels were.  The Street Angels were formed from a desire within the Churches to give something back to the community and to go out and make a difference.  They are all volunteers.  However, the Street Angels are not exclusive to the church as anyone over 18 can volunteer.  They work in partnership with the North Yorkshire Police and the Safer Communities Team.  Their aim is to make people feel safer on the streets at night.  The Street Angels are in the Town Centre from 10.00 pm to 2.30 am on Saturday nights.  They are not a security force and are there to help anyone who is vulnerable or in difficulty eg they hand out flip-flops to ladies who have removed their shoes are walking in bare feet,  their presence assists in reducing the number of fights and crime and assist in making a more effective use of the emergency services.  All Street Angels undertake a 12 week training course.  The next course commences in September.  A video was shown to the meeting demonstrating the work of the Street Angels.

 

3.3      Town Team members asked questions about insurance, they are insured via the Church’s insurance company, did they always go out in pairs, there are 4 or 5 members to a team and each team goes out once a month, there are 20 volunteers in total, they are trying to recruit more volunteers so they can go out on Friday nights, the Safer Communities Team had provided funding for their blue uniforms, it was suggested by Town Team members that the Licensed Victuallers Association be approached for funding.  Members of the Town Team asked where Street Angels started and Paul Abell explained there were two schemes, Street Angels which were local to Yorkshire and Street Pastors which was a national initiative.  The Street Angels in Scarborough covered the same area as CCTV in the Town Centre, ie from the Railway Station, Castle Road, Aberdeen Walk, St Thomas Street, St Nicholas Street up to York Place.  Each Street Angel has to have references and are CRB checked.  Members asked who did the training and Paul Abell said that they were trained by various people, eg police, first aiders, drink and drugs awareness, counselling skills, licensing laws etc.  A Town Team member suggested they considered working with the Samaritans as they did a similar 12 week course and had a building to train in.  Members of the Town Team asked how people contacted them on a night, this could be via any doorman, night marshall or police.  The Street Angels are separate to Night Marshalls, the latter are employed and licensed.  The Town Team discussed having panic buttons, but it was felt that this could make people feel unsafe.  Town Team Members asked if there would be an extension of the scheme to day time.  The Street Angels could be used for events during the day and the night time may extend to 3.00 am in the summer months, but there was a limit to their capacity.  If anyone is interested in becoming a Street Angel their website is www.kingdomfaith,com/yorkshire/streetangels.aspx.  

 

3.3      The Reverend Graham Parkins thanked Paul Abell for his presentation and Daniel Abell for his artwork in the video.

 

4.0      The Station Square Project
 
4.1      Mr N Taylor and Steve, a student, updated the meeting on the Station Square Project.  Snap Architects are working on this project and there will be an exhibition at the Railway Station on 2 September 2009.  Three plans will be on display with opportunity to comment on them and complete questionnaires.  There are three elements to this project: Sustainability, Arts and Culture and Business and Retail.  The Project has been extended to cover areas influenced by the Station and these have been split into 14 zones which include: the Station and platforms, the tile centre, West Square, Stephen Joseph Theatre, Northway, Westborough down to York Place, Pavilion House and Pavilion Square, Plantation Hill and the old bus station.  Transport and how to co-ordinate different forms of transport is the main theme.  If the current coach park and Tesco site became available it would be possible to develop a transport interchange.  It was noted that this was a long term project that required a Master Plan, rather like the String of Pearls along the Foreshore.

 

4.2      Members of the Town Team strongly recommended that the exhibition at the Railway Station needed to be there for at least a week and should include an opportunity to meet with the Architects.  One day was not enough time to engage with all the commuters.  Funding for this project would be by various agencies as they carried out different stages of the work, eg when highways wanted to make changes to the roads we need to make sure that the changes fit in with the Master Plan.   The Master Plan would be circulated to interested parties after the consultation on 2 September.  Transport agencies, eg buses, coaches, trains and taxis will be involved in the discussions.  Provision for the Youth Service had been factored in.

 

 

 

5.0      Action Group Feedback
 
5.1      Lindy Rowley, Chair of the Harbours Action Group, reported that members had been angry that no Council Officers attended.  At the next meeting an Architect for the next phase of the Harbour works was coming to speak and it was hoped Council Officers would also attend.  A consultation day had been held last Saturday to meet with the local fisherman, however no fishermen attended, it was thought that this was because the fisherman did not think that anything would come out of the consultation.

 

5.2      Nick Hart, Chair of Urban Space Group reported that at their last meeting they had discussed Market Square, a project brief is being prepared for the Scrapbook project.  They had discussed the Health Village and concluded that it had an unsatisfactory style and approach and urged Town Team members to view the application via the planning portal website and submit their comments.  The design and access statements are the key documents to this project.

 

5.3      Roger Foster, Chair of Digital Scarborough Group, reported that there will be a three-day event in October, primarily aimed at businesses but could include families.  There will be a digital ghost hunt at Woodend. Members of the Town Team commented that broadband speed reduced significantly in the evenings due to pressure of use and Roger Foster replied that they were aware of this.  Another member of the Town Team asked if Scarborough was ready for Windows 7 which would enable a computer to access several servers at the same time.  Roger Foster replied that wi-fi around the town would assist with this and they are in discussions regarding provision of wi-fi.   Their next meeting is on 6th August at 2.30 pm at the Urban Renaissance Office.

 

5.4      It was noted that the next meeting of Forum for Tourism Group is on Thursday 6 August 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Ballroom at the Royal Hotel and will discuss the proposed development of the Dean Road Depot and former St Mary’s Hospital Site.  The Town Team members discussed the time limits for planning consultations and that time limits were often so tight that it was sometimes impossible for groups with particular interests to comment on the applications.  It was noted that this was because of legal reasons.

 

6.0      Any Other Business
 
6.1      Market Square – a project group getting together to look at this area.  Discussed removing Argos building, which would open up this area, links to Futurist site, look at benefits to economy, consider putting a smaller building on Argos site.  Approaches are being made to acquire the Argos building.  This will be discussed at the Urban Space Group.  Students from Yorkshire Coast College working on a 3D visualisation of the area which will be presented to the Town Team in September. 

 

            Scarborough Maritime Heritage – Michael Hickling from the Yorkshire Post will be doing a feature on this.

 

            A meeting had been held with Sainsbury’s regarding the proposed extension, however it was felt that Sainsbury’s would expand regardless of local opinion.

 

            Mr N Taylor reported that since winning the Most Enterprising Town in Europe Award he had been asked to speak at Eastbourne and had already been to Harrogate, Glasgow and Bournemouth.  It had been very difficult to get national media coverage of this award.

 

            The lamppost banners will be launched on Friday 31 July in Seamer Road and Filey Road.

            

            There is a photographic competition on the Urban Renaissance website and you can vote for your favourite photo on the theme ‘Sandside and Harbour After Dark’.  The competition closes on Friday 31 July 2009.

 

7.0      Date and Time of Next Meeting
 
7.1      The Town Team do not meet in August, therefore the next meeting of the Town Team will be Tuesday 15 September 2009 at 7.00 pm in the Cavalier Suite at the Royal Hotel.

 

 

 

 

 

