Note of Meeting of Scarborough Digital Group
16th July 2009 at the URC

Present: Roger Foster (Chair) Bob Harris, Darrell Hooper, Adrian Riley, Anthony Springall, Jean Hensby, and Andrew Clay (who also sent apologies)

Apologies: Michael Pitts, Julie Burton, Nick Taylor and Steve Bromham

The note of the previous meeting on 11th June was agreed.

‘Counting for Scarborough’ was discussed, with a view to finding a digital solution to produce fast results at modest cost. Darrell agreed to investigate the Italian system using mobile phones, which he had outlined in an email to the Group.

Digital Britain: It might be possible to link the ‘Digital Scarborough’ event with the Government’s ‘Digital Britain’ report. Perhaps try to get a member of the Government to attend. We want to use the kudos from Scarborough’s European award to keep the town in the spotlight nationally and internationally.

The Autumn Digital Event was discussed at length:
The dates 8 – 10 October were confirmed, with a possible ‘Geeks Dinner’ on the evening of the 7th at Fledglings Restaurant. 
The Battle of the Sands on the 10th was noted, but it was not thought there would be a conflict with the Codathon which might be arranged at the Spa. (Darrell, Adrian, Anthony) (Wendy?) (please delete as appropriate!)
Geeks Dinner probably Wednesday 7th October at Fledglings – (Steve) There might be a presentation on Cloud Computing, with possible sponsorship being needed. Ambassadors? (Nick) NYNET? (Julie)

Thursday 8th, Darrell confirmed that Science City York could provide some funding for an ‘Open Source for Business’ presentation. Darrell will discuss with Simon Bull and Steve Bromham and look into possible costings and the availability of Open Source CDs. This would be at Woodend.
Friday 9th, Digital Ghost Hunt at Woodend (Andrew, Simon, Anthony)

Roger Osborne has shown some interest in linking a Film Festival with the Digital Event. We might want to link the Scarborough event with the Yorkshire Digital Week which starts on Nov 9th. Check with Roger to see whether or not he could put on a film each week between the end of the Scarborough Event and the start of this one. (Andrew).

Yorkshire Digital Week: (from 9th Nov)
Andrew gave an outline of this Leeds based event, and the possibility of including events in Scarborough, mainly at Woodend. He is in touch with the organisers in Leeds.

Possibilities included another Digital Ghost Hunt, streaming music from important events in Leeds to screens at Woodend, and a link with the Arts Trail which involves the Arts and Culture Group, Wendy, Dorcas and Electric Angel.

As mentioned above, Roger Osborne will be approached about a link between the two events.
Trans-regional Projects. As one of the benefits from our European success, Adrian and Andrew mentioned that Yorkshire Forward (Jill Browning) had set aside funds for trans-regional projects involving Community and Regeneration Projects. Yorkshire Forward was setting up a European Office in Brussels. With our present high profile Scarborough was well placed to benefit from this.
Scarborough Image. Adrian said that both SBC and everyone else involved in Regeneration should be doing much more to take full advantage of the chances open to us during our year as Most Enterprising Town. He reported that at the moment there was £12,500 available from YF and that there might well be much more later.

Wendy and Adrian had talked to SBC with a view to developing three main projects:

1.To encourage and assist local businesses to give a boost to Scarborough, on the lines of ‘it’s a coast thing’

2. To develop the Resource Library and its digital aspect, with a CD and then a website

3. Improving the representation of Scarborough at events, business exhibitions etc., including in the short term new stands and give-away USB stick info.

It was hoped that all the work generated by this could be done in Scarborough.
There would be a Road Show based on Creative Coast and targeting areas in other parts of the country and other parts of Yorkshire. In the longer term, (over one year) it was planned to develop a major digital portal for Scarborough, with a top quality website steering people to all aspects of Scarborough.

This would be developed by SBC and Creative Driver Partnership.

All accepted with enthusiasm by the Group, but with some reserve about the use of CDs.

Next Meeting: Thursday 6th August 2.30 pm URC 
