Note of the Meeting of the Digital Scarborough, FAST, now Scarborough Digital Action Group held on Thursday 11th June at 2.30 p.m. at the Urban Renaissance Centre.
Present: Roger Foster (Chairman), Bob Harris, Darren Mundy, Andrew Clay, Darrell Hooper, Steve Bromham, Michael Pitts, Anthony Springall, Keith Wood and Nick Taylor.

Apologies: David Kelly, Adrian Riley, Julie Burton

 The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

The only matter arising related to ‘Counting for Scarborough’ DM outlined the problems of funding, and agreed to put in a report to bring the matter up to date before the next meeting. Bob Harris is sending me a background note, which I will circulate.

The name of the Group was discussed, and it was agreed that in future it would be known as the Scarborough Digital Action Group. Proposed by DH and seconded SB and agreed by a large majority. It was not thought there would be any confusion with Scarborough Digital Limited.

RF introduced notes prepared by Adrian Riley, being a draft of what was agreed should be submitted to Integreat. These were welcomed, and approved. RF agreed to check with Adrian about whether these should go onto the Renaissance Website.

Most of the remainder of the meeting was a discussion flowing from the notes, about the Digital Scarborough Event.

Adrian suggested a budget of £4,000. Because of the importance of publicising the event, and possible costs arising from a ‘Geeks Dinner’ it was thought that the amount should be £5,000. Wendy and Dorcas at Create might be asked to handle the publicity.

It was likely that SBC would be able to assist by providing for printing, envelope filling and postage, and Nick would be asked to negotiate this. Adrian had suggested that promo material should also promote Scarborough, Woodend, Creative Coast and Freebay as the event is as much about promoting the town as the events themselves. This was agreed.

The provisional September date would be before students at either YCC or the Uni would be back. It was agreed that 8 – 10 October would be more suitable, with the same pattern of events as originally planned.

A Geeks Dinner might be arranged at Fledglings Restaurant, and SB might be able to arrange for a speaker to talk about Cloud Computing. The original theme of explaining possible Open Source software to small businesses remained. The Dinner would be on the Wednesday evening, and so would be the start of the Digital Event and would be limited to 60 people.

The proposed Digital Ghost Hunt at Woodend was likely to be popular, and an event which would attract publicity. It would have to be limited to a relatively small number, but it might be possible to hold it twice on successive evenings. The publicity which this novel event would probably attract should be used to publicise the whole three day event.

There was discussion about how the three days would be organised, and by whom, and it was thought that each event should be earmarked to one person, or pair.

There would be another meeting to carry forward the arrangements, on July 16th at 2.30 p.m.

 Under AOB two notable achievements were mentioned.

Steve Bromham reported a new NYNET contract on the Business Park, and nationwide interest arising from the high speed connections. 

Darren Mundy and Andrew Clay reported that the University now had funding to set up a Creative Enterprises Lab at Woodend. Incubator space had been allocated for a two year term, and a well qualified Director was to be appointed.  

 NEXT MEETING: 16.07.09 AT 2.30 FALCONERS ROAD
 Note from David Kelly follows. Adrian’s note is attached.

 Note from David Kelly
We're working up a funding proposal for Yorkshire Forward with a working title of "Scarborough Networks". Basically a bid for circa 800k to address digital exclusion. We would like to bring the idea to the next meeting to work up into a bid. It would principally focus on free internet access in disadvantaged communities and community broadband solutions. We are also keen to investigate homeshoring.

We'll write up a brief proposal and circulate to the group for comment.

(‘Homeshoring’ is an alternative to off-shoring - see 

http://www.macmillandictionaries.com/wordoftheweek/archive/050530-homeshoring.htm )

 

