MINUTES OF THE TOWN TEAM MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 17 MARCH 2009

AT THE CAVALIER SUITE, ROYAL HOTEL, SCARBOROUGH

Present:
C Albers, C Armitage, P Barton, R Brophy, B Cappleman,  D Cluer, G Elliott, R Foster, R Fox, B Harris, L Haycock, M Joseph, G Parkins, S Parnaby, C Parsons, P Redwood, A Riley, N Taylor, B Watson and P Wilkinson (Vice-Chair).


Mr P Wilkinson, Vice-Chair of the Town Team, chaired the meeting.

1.0
Matters outstanding and arising from the previous meeting

1.1
There were no matters outstanding from the previous meeting.

2.0
‘It’s a Coast Thing’ – a presentation on the branding of Scarborough from Peter Wilkinson and Adrian Riley. 

2.1
Peter Wilkinson presented the concept of the brand ‘It’s a Coast Thing’.  The idea began two years ago and since then Scarborough had become an Enterprising Town.  It is a good time to launch a new brand for Scarborough.  The brand’s launch is being sponsored by Yorkshire Forward.  There will be an event at Yorkshire Coast College and an out of town activity.  It is hoped that major companies will carry the logo to attract others to use it.  Companies currently using the logo are Bluebird Coaches, McCain’s, AJW Glass and Northern Rail.  There will be an event at Scarborough Railway Station in May.

2.2
Adrian Riley spoke on the creative workshops that had been held.  These involved various age groups in Scarborough and Filey.  The workshops explored people’s ideas of living on the coast, people’s favourite journeys, and what they valued about living here.  Adrian read some of the phrases out that had been suggested during the workshops.  The ‘It’s a Coast Thing’ had come out of the workshops.  Adrian also presented some Brand Guidelines on how to make the most of the brand.  The logo is available free of charge from Scarborough Borough Council, as is the Enterprising Britain logo.  There are details on the Council’s website at www.scarborough.gov.uk/itsacoastthing.  The Council also has a library of images which can be used free of charge.  The ‘It’s a Coast Thing’ logo can be used on websites, e-mails, stationery, vans, lorries, etc.  The next stage is to encourage local, smaller enterprises and community groups to use the logo.

2.3
The Town Team suggested the logo could be used on car stickers, t-shirts, caps, sweatshirts, eco shopping bags, A4 size stickers to put on larger vehicles.  Nick Taylor would speak to the Tourism Manager regarding marketing opportunities and would be pleased to receive any other ideas for promoting the brand.  Nick Taylor would also check that those who had been sent details had received it.  If anyone would like to arrange to have a presentation on the brand please contact Nick Taylor.

3.0
NyNet and WiFi-ing the Town

3.1
In the absence of a representative from Save9, Roger Foster, Chair of the Digital Scarborough Group, presented this item.  The aim of having a wi-fi town, to be able to use a laptop without any wires or having to plug it in to a socket, has been worked on for two years.  They were further encouraged by the success of WiFi in the South Bay.  The WiFi enables broadband connectivity over short distances.  Scarborough would be able to become a WiFi town for businesses by connecting to the NYNET connection, the signal being transmitted by WiMax.  NyNet covers the whole of North Yorkshire and is currently available in 2 places in Scarborough, namely the Business Park and Woodend.  NyNet is the fastest broadband connection in Europe and if Scarborough was able to utilise this it would be a big asset to businesses.  It was hoped that Scarborough would be the first WiFi Town but Bournemouth has achieved this accolade.

3.2
Nick Taylor confirmed that the WiFi was ‘uncontested’, which means there was no slowing down of the service regardless of how many people were on it.  The timing of when this can be achieved is not yet known.

3.3
Town Team members questioned what sort of signal it was and also the advantage to hotels if they could offer free wifi to guests and the benefits to business and conferences.

3.4
The Chair thanked Roger Foster for speaking at short notice.

4.0
Climate Change and the part we could play – Nick Taylor

4.1
Nick Taylor presented climate change and the effect on our lives by 2030.  Yorkshire Futures have done some work on this and produced a document ‘The Future of Yorkshire and Humber Summary and Scenarios for 2030’ (www.yorkshirefutures.com).    Aspects of climate change include personal and global carbon emissions.  It is time to think about our own global footprint.  The Transport Action Group is broadening its remit to include carbon emissions.  A Sustainable Scarborough Group has been formed, which is not an Action Group of the Town Team, but we are working together.  Other themes discussed were deforestation, can we control climate change, the effects on marine life and the pros and cons of mitigation and adaptation.  Members of the Town Team suggested that adaptation would eventually not be possible as land became flooded or subject to drought.  Efforts to prevent the cause would be more effective.  It was also suggested that because our industries had moved to China, India, etc we were having an effect on these industrialised nations producing increasing amounts of carbon emissions.  This led to a discussion on global warming, whether the scientists were in agreement and does anyone have any idea what to do.  Town Team members suggested that one problem was the lack of a single point of contact to obtain information as to what steps to take.  There needs to be a single agency leading on this.  Positive actions in Scarborough included work to develop a building at Eastfield that was carbon neutral, a company in Eastfield is producing energy from waste (Reverend Parkins to provide Nick Taylor with information)  and it was suggested that the Town Team could find links to influence and promote these issues eg transport, hotels, communications.

5.0
Action Group Feedback


Scarborough Urban Area Forum – Matthew Joseph said the next meeting would be setting the agenda for future priorities (Wednesday 18 March 7.00 pm Scarborough Bowls Centre) for example older people’s services.  The last 18 months had been spent working on various issues and Matthew spoke about:-

· the intergenerational project – following on from the fishing heritage project another four projects were planned – a debate at Sixth Form College on ‘It’s Your Right – Use It’, a Hairy Bob drama production, work with alzheimers suffers and producing a community calendar in Edgehill.

· Stagecraft, - 2 projects in Barrowcliff and one project in Castle Ward had encouraged 90 young people to take part, gain in confidence and learn new skills.  Each 10 week course costs approximately £5,000 to run and funding news is awaited for Edgehill and Eastfield.

· Lamppost art project – awaiting funding decision, hopefully launch in summer with art on lampposts by September.

· Formation of Sandybed Residents Association.

· Friends of Market Hall Group – held 3 public meetings, all well attended, looking at signage, events such as Easter Egg hunt, improving appearance, talks by the historical society.  The Town Team discussed how to inspire changes to the market, promotion of locally sourced food, make use of the surrounding area and instil pride in the area.

6.0
Any Other Business

6.1
Nick Taylor announced the Space Shaper event taking place on Saturday 28 March 2009 between 11.00 am and 3.00 pm at Duggleby’s Field (Manor Road/Woodlands Ravine junction).  There will be a marquee, band, fun things to do and we need your ideas for this area.  Tom Mutton from Groundworks has identified funding so come along and see what transpires from your ideas.

7.0
Date and Time of Next Meeting

7.1
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21 April 2009 at 7.00 pm at the Royal Hotel.

