MINUTES OF THE TOWN TEAM MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 20 JANUARY 2009

AT THE CAVALIER SUITE, ROYAL HOTEL, SCARBOROUGH

Present:
P Afford, C Armitage, P Barton, H Bellamy, R Brophy, B Cappleman, D Cluer, B Costello, I Costello, L Davis, P Davis, G Elliott, R Flowitt, B Harris, N Hart, L Haycock,  J Jefferson, M Joseph,  S Parnaby, C Parsons,  T Peers (Chairman), A Perry, C Perry, D Raine, M Raine,  L Rowley, G Smith, N Taylor and four students from Sheffield University.

1.0
Matters outstanding from the previous meeting

1.1
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 December 2008 were taken as read.  There were no matters outstanding.

2.0
The Mere and Oliver’s Mount

2.1
Nick Taylor reported on the results of the consultation that had recently been undertaken.  A map of the area illustrating the layout of the suggestions received was on display.  The consultation had highlighted that the public would like to see the environment of this area maintained.  It would provide a green corridor between Eastfield and Town and linked in with Civic Pride.  Suggestions for activities included mountain biking, improving the football pitches and facilities, develop the lesser used football pitches, eg holiday lodges, have an events arena, retain the motorbike races.  The plan and a report would be going to Cabinet in a few months time.  This area had been in the original Kissing Sleeping Beauty document.

2.2
The plan is available online at www.scarborough.gov.uk.  The consultation will also be discussed at the Urban Space Group on 12 February 2009 and the next Forum for Tourism meetings.

3.0
The Scarborough to Whitby Old Railway Line – Presentation by Students from Sheffield University

3.1
The Chairman introduced the students, all studying architecture, from Sheffield University.  They had been researching the line, working with members of the public and schools and developed a concept model to assist in its future development as well as generating ideas to increase funding opportunities.

3.2
The students gave an overview of the project.  They had built a prototype, looked at marketing and promotion and developed a masterplan.  The suggestions for the longer term were:-

· the lack of definitive entrances at both Scarborough and Whitby ends.    How to  connect the old railway line to the towns by having definitive waymarkers, eg coloured lampposts.

· recreate the old Whitby station platform with seating and cycle racks.  Install a viewing platform at the Whitby end to look towards Whitby Abbey.

· it is a linear route and the students had looked at circular routes from the railway line giving access to the coast and Sites of Special Scientific Interest

· have a communal orchard and make use of communal gardens, planters and allotments

· have a market space where produce from allotments could be sold.

· produce a leaflet about the line which also gives recipes that can be made with food found growing along the line

· have an outdoor classroom at Northstead School

· develop the playground at Woodlands Ravine and have an interactive map with the history of the old railway line.

· Make use of different types of materials, eg wooden seating, concrete

3.3
In the short term the students suggested branding the old railway line as ‘The Cinder Track’ and use this to raise the profile for both visitors and residents.  They had created The Cinder Track website, www.thecindertrack.co.uk  and a podcast is available to download.  The students concluded their presentation with a recording of an interview on BBC Radio York, together with accompanying slides.

3.4
Town team members commented on the fact that the students had talked about using natural materials and it was good to see a limited use of plastic, the merits of different types of surface on the line to accommodate walkers, cyclists, horseriders, disabled, the improved access to Candler Street opening the line up to large residential area in town,  the Friends of the Old Railway Line had put a bid in for funding to improve the Woodlands Ravine access, including benches and litter bins, lighting and resurfacing are part of a bid to North Yorkshire County Council, Andy Sharpe to liaise with Chairman as to when this will be considered by the Town Team Executive, similar schemes had been carried out in Scandinavia and regenerating industrial parts of Sheffield, wanted to see this project progress and it could be part of a scheme at Barrowcliff to introduce planters, etc,

3.5
The Chairman thanked the students for a very informative presentation and were invited to keep in touch as to how this progressed.

4.
Action Group Feedback

4.1
Harbours & Sandside – Lindy Rowley advised that no report was available as the group had not met in December.  Their next meeting would be on Thursday 22 January at Scarborough Business Centre.


Urban Space Group – Nick Hart reported that they had discussed proposals for 53 houses for a housing association scheme at Sandybed.  They had written to the planning officers expressing their dissatisfaction at the scheme.  The Group hope that the scheme is withdrawn and redesigned.  The planning application is available to view on Scarborough Borough Council’s planning portal website.


Scarborough Urban Area Forum – Matthew Joseph reported that the next meeting would held on 11 February at the library on Vernon Road between 2.00 pm and 6.00 pm.  The meeting would take the form of a drop in session for members of the public to put forward their views on crime and disorder.  Representatives from the Safer Communities Partnership would be present.  The meeting on 18 March would revisit past topics and develop ideas for future consideration.  One future topic would be transport and they would like to work with Urban Renaissaince on this.  An update on the progress of various issues are included in a report to the Central Urban Area Committee meeting on Thursday 29 January.

5.0
Future Topics for the Town Team

5.1
Nick Taylor generated a discussion on future topics for the Town Team to consider and the following were suggested:-

· Invite members of the many Friends Group that are operating around the town to celebrate their achievements and share ideas.

· Involve Business Link and being an Enterprising Town

· Revisit Eastfield and have a meeting there.

· Discuss the gardens behind the Spa Complex and the proposals and achievements that have been made.  It was noted that the Sea Change funding had been brought forward by 6 – 8 months so the process had been accelerated.  Urban Renaissance was involved in the consultation.

· Station square developments

· Tourism and Festivals

· Sands development

· The future of the Argos building

· Futurist Theatre (the Urban Space group are also looking at this)

· The future of sport in Scarborough and leisure developments eg swimming pools, tennis.  A debate took place regarding Scarborough Football Club and it was decided that the next meeting should be about the future of the Club.  The opinions of the Town Team would be collated so that proposals could be put forward to the Town Team Executive.

5.0
Any Other Business

5.1
There was no further business.

6.0
Date and Time of Next Meeting

6.1
The next meeting of the Town Team will be on Tuesday 17 February 2009 at 7.00 pm at the Royal Hotel.

