Minutes of a meeting of the Digital Scarborough Group (DSG) held at the Renaissance Office on Thursday 5th February 2009.
Present: Roger Foster (Chairman) Bob Harris (Scarborough Hospitality Association), Nick Taylor (Scarborough Renaissance Manager), Steve Bromham (Save9), Darrell Hooper (Business Link) Michael Pitts (Scarborough Digital Ltd.)
Apologies: Julie Burton (NYNET), Simon Bull (Scarborough Business Park) ), Andrew Clay (Woodend Creative Workspace), Darren Mundy (University of Hull, Scarborough Campus) Gareth Watson.
1. The minutes of the meeting on 4th December last were approved and formed the basis of the agenda. 
2. The Group welcomed the Government initiatives as set out in the Interim Report on Digital Britain, issued on 29th January. 
It is available at http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/digital_britain_interimreportjan09.pdf
Scarborough is particularly well placed to take advantage of what is proposed, and everyone agreed this is an opportunity which must not be missed. (The press release is appended.)
3. SB reported that the WiFi system at the Crown Spa was now in use, on DSL. The high speed NYNET link should be made very soon, using FTTA (Fibre Through The Air).  This would probably be the first use of FTTA in Scarborough, and the NYNET link would be the first of its kind anywhere. Once it was working plans were ready to install WiMax transmitters high on the building, which would make wireless broadband more widely available in the town.
4. SB was congratulated on what is clearly an important milestone for Scarborough, and it was agreed that a presentation should be made to the Town Team in the near future, to give an account of what had been done, and explain its significance. [NT]

5. SB confirmed that the Council had money earmarked for research into the future application and extension of wireless broadband. Because the Group has members in tourism, business and education it will be able to help in identifying possible users, where the survey should be conducted, and by whom. 
6. There was ongoing discussion of proposals for broadband and computer provision in areas of need and SB had had contact with Sanctuary Housing. The Group should now try to extend contact to Castle Ward representatives and others. We could provide a point of contact between these organisations, the University, the Council, and the business community. Proposals for a Group Away Day would be deferred until these discussions had taken place.
7. DH suggested that we should be ready to give examples of the many things the broadband connectivity could be used for. While more and more people are using broadband, many are not, or do not appreciate its true potential. We should be ready to suggest a wider range of applications, and explain the benefits they would bring in education, commerce, Charities and the community. 
8. DH explained the Innovation Voucher system, and suggested it could be a useful source of funding for the Group’s projects. Details at  http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/yorkshire/innovation . In the light of the Government Interim Report there may be scope for help from this source with research into the use of WiFi in social inclusion plans, possibly involving Scarborough Digital Ltd. with its links to Castle Ward.
9. It was reported that the Freebay scheme still had some limitations, although well used and widely appreciated, especially in the Harbour area. This was a local example of a Private/Public partnership, in a completely innovative scheme which had been a great success. The Group would enquire whether it could offer help or advice to iron out any remaining problems. [NT]

10. There was more discussion of wider use of WiFi in Hotels and Guest Houses. Most people booking hotels, particularly on-line, have free WiFi as one of the boxes to be ticked, and hotels failing to offer this service are bound to lose business. Further benefits can come from a higher quality connection, which can be used to provide telephone services. Many guests avoid hotel phones causing a loss of possible income to hoteliers. A WiFi system can enable them to compete with mobile phones, provide a service to guests and an additional income or incentive. 
11. The next meeting of the Group will be at the Urban Renaissance Office on Thursday 2nd April 2009 at 2.30 p.m.
APPENDIX
Digital Britain: The Interim Report 
Digital Britain: The Interim Report
DEPARTMENT FOR BUSINESS, ENTERPRISE AND REGULATORY REFORM News Release (014/09) issued by COI News Distribution Service. 29 January 2009
Joint DCMS/BERR press release
Government outlines plans for UK's digital transition
The Government has today published a plan to secure Britain's place at the forefront of the global digital economy. The interim report contains more than 20 recommendations, including specific proposals on:
- next generation networks
- universal access to broadband
- the creation of a second public service provider of scale
- the modernisation of wireless radio spectrum holdings
- a digital future for radio
- a new deal for digital content rights
- enhancing the digital delivery of public services
The Digital Britain Report underlines the importance of the communications sector, its crucial contribution to the economy and its role in building Britain's industrial future.
Business Secretary, Peter Mandelson said: "This report sets out a strategy for building a knowledge economy where our most valuable assets are the skills and innovation that underpin our digital industries. This is absolutely vital if Britain is to benefit fully from some of the greatest economic opportunities on offer this century."
Culture Secretary, Andy Burnham said: "Britain has always led the world in content creation - with the best music, films and TV - and it is vital that we carry forward this strength into the digital age. This is a significant Report for the creative industries, taking steps to establish workable systems of copyright in an online age and to preserve choice of public service content. But it is only the beginning of the process and we need to work hard in the coming months to secure workable solutions."
The 22-point action plan outlines a programme of work with commitments to:
* upgrade and modernise wired, wireless and broadcast infrastructure;
* secure a dynamic investment climate for UK digital content and services;
* provide a range of high quality UK made public service content;
* ensure fairness and access, with universal availability and promotion of skills and media literacy; and
* develop the infrastructure, skills and take-up to enable widespread online delivery of public services.
In addition to specific commitments, the Interim Report outlines Britain's progress in building a digital market-place, while also setting priorities for industry engagement ahead of the publication of the final Digital Britain Report, due before the summer.
Stephen Carter the Minister for Communications, Technology and Broadcasting said:
"The innovation, creativity and vitality of our communications industries rightly demand clarity from Government on its role and a framework for the future."
He added:
"Delivering Digital Britain will depend upon a smart industry, working with a committed Government to produce lasting solutions."
 
