Minutes of a meeting of the Digital Scarborough Group (DSG) held at Woodend on Thursday 4th December 2008.
Present: Roger Foster (Chairman), Andrew Clay (Woodend Creative Workspace), Darren Mundy (University of Hull, Scarborough  Campus) Bob Harris (Scarborough Hospitality Association), Nick Taylor (Scarborough Renaissance Manager), Steve Bromham (Save9), Darrell Hooper (Business Link) Michael Pitts (Scarborough Digital Ltd.)
Apologies: Julie Burton (NYNET), David Kelly (Scarborough Borough Council), Simon Bull (Scarborough Business Park) Gareth Watson.
1. The Chairman welcomed Michael Pitts and welcomed back Darrell Hooper with his new hat on.
2. In David Kelly’s absence there was discussion of progress on the Council’s scheme to appoint a consultant to advise on the future of WiFi in Scarborough. It was reported that money was earmarked, and that feedback from the community was needed. It was thought the group might be able to help with this.
3. Steve Bromham reported on progress with bringing NYNET into the community. Plans were in place to provide high speed broadband to the Crown Spa Hotel by wireless link from Woodend. There was discussion of possible developments from this once it is in place.

4. Progress had been made with the Group’s plan to encourage local hotels to provide WiFi, free if possible. Steve has spoken to the Hospitality Association and about forty people attended, some from the Chamber of Trade. Steve had been surprised by the generally positive response, and spontaneous discussion of possible co-operation in WiFi provision where there are a group of hotels in proximity, as in Columbus Ravine.

5. RF introduced MP and gave an account of the formation of Scarborough Digital Limited and how important that Company had proved to be in the funding and organisation of Events in Scarborough in conjunction with the FAST Group, which was the forerunner of the DSG. MP mentioned that the Enterprise Agency building at Auborough Street was next door to the Rainbow Centre and in an ideal situation to make contact with Castle Ward. There was a general discussion of possible provision of computers and training for local people in this area.
6. The Group might usefully discuss proposals for broadband and computer provision in areas of need with organisations such as Sanctuary Housing, Castle Ward representatives and others. We might be able to provide a point of contact between these organisations, the University, the Council, and the business community. If possible such discussions should take place before the Away Day and might form one matter for discussion there.
7. The Group approved proposals for an Away Day to plan future development, provided that funding can be arranged and that all members of the Group are prepared to commit themselves to attending for a half-day session. Wrea Head or Wyedale Hall are possible venues. NT and RF will look into possible funding for a modest venue, and Group Members will be asked to give a firm assurance of attendance. 

8. RF confirmed that the Renaissance Executive has accepted the Digital Scarborough Group as a Renaissance Action Group, and he will report on the Group at the Executive and Town Team. As we are now an Action Group we have to understand that meetings are open to anyone who wishes to attend. It was agreed that we should continue to meet during the day (most Action Groups have evening meetings) but it was thought that we should hold future meetings at Falconers Road rather than Woodend. Andrew and Sam were thanked for making us so welcome at Wood End, and everyone is reluctant to meet anywhere else, but all recognise that savings must be made. 

9. The next meeting of the Group will be at the Urban Renaissance Office on Thursday 5th February 2009 at 2.30 p.m.
