Minutes of a meeting of the Digital Scarborough Group (formerly Scarborough WiFi Group) held at Woodend on Wednesday 24th September.
Present: 

Roger Foster (Chairman), Andrew Clay (Woodend Creative Workspace), Julie Burton (NYNET), Bob Harris (Scarborough Hospitality Association), Nick Taylor (Scarborough Renaissance Manager), David Kelly (Scarborough Borough Council), Darrell Hooper (Science City York).

Apologies: 

Darren Mundy (University of Hull, Scarborough Campus), Steve Bromham (Save9), Simon Bull (Scarborough Business Park).

1. David Kelly reported on plans to appoint a consultant to advise on WiFi which had received the support of the Group at our last meeting. He promised to let us have a copy of the brief prepared for the consultant.
Although the Council did not have the funds DK had been hoping for at the previous meeting, he had now a budget of about £7,000 and the brief would be finalised in the next few weeks. On advice from Darrell the set-up at East Lincs and Glastonbury had been examined, and a meeting was now arranged with BT and possibly NYNET. DK said he would like to have a representative of the group present, and RF will attend the meeting on 21st October.

2. Because Darrell was leaving Science City York he may also be leaving the Group. It was felt that he was a very valuable member, and should be encouraged to remain a member if at all possible. It is hoped that Heather Niven from YE will be able to represent them at  future meetings.

3. Nick reported on the present position with Freebay. Gareth Watson was still not well enough to help, and in his absence there had been teething problems, but for most of the harbour the system had been in use for some time and was greatly appreciated by yachtsmen visiting Scarborough.  The last transmitter should be in place in about two weeks, and there might be need of some directional device to improve the performance of existing transmitters. 

Adrian Riley has designed signs indicating that WiFi is available in the bay area. It was agreed that these should be widely used, to ensure as many people as possible knew about the facility available. AC suggested a sign or poster in other places in the town, to make people aware of Freebay and the area where it was available. Suitable places could include Woodend and the Library.

It was pointed out that the present system did not allow for identification of users, or any feedback, and this should be remedied. Deepdale Computer Services, who have advised on  the technical aspects of Freebay, might be asked whether this could be provided.

4. Bob Harris reported that the Hospitality Association and Hoteliers had shown absolutely no interest in our proposal of a meeting when WiFi in Hotels could be explained and questions answered. Steve Bromham of Save9 had been willing to give such a talk without charge. It was thought that the Hoteliers were missing a valuable opportunity, but there was no point in pursuing it further.

5. David Kelly introduced a lengthy discussion of the Council’s ‘Geographic Programme’ for which, it seems, £120 million is to be made available. Details are in a report to Cabinet, available on line from the SBC Website.  It seems this is to be Phase II of Urban Renaissance.

6. The future of the Group was discussed. It was agreed that the Group should have a wider remit than simply extending the town’s WiFi provision. A new name for the Group was needed. DH suggested Digital Scarborough, which had been the name of the Event arranged by Scarborough Digital Ltd., and the FAST Group. This name was agreed on the understanding that the Group should become a Renaissance Action Group, taking over from the FAST Group,  and reports would be made from time to time to the Renaissance Exec and the Town Team. The approval of the Renaissance Executive would be sought.

Nick said the group had natural links with all the other Action Groups, but in particular the Forum for Tourism and Transport Groups. David Kelly expressed support, as the Borough’s search for a digital strategy would be assisted by the existence  of such a Group. 
7. We agreed to plan an ‘Awayday’ for a focussed discussion of the Group’s future role. It is hoped this will be early in the New Year. 

8. Minutes of the Group’s meetings will in future be made available to other action groups and interested parties, and on the Urban Renaissance Website. It may be necessary to review the time at which meetings are held, depending on who wishes to attend what will then become open meetings.

9. Darrell suggested a Group Wiki, and is going to advise on how this can be established.

The next meeting of the Group will be at Woodend on December 4th at 2.30 pm.
