MINUTES OF THE TOWN TEAM MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2008

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HULL (SCARBOROUGH CAMPUS),

FILEY ROAD, SCARBOROUGH

Present:
M Alcorn, A Al-Ghamdi, A Amabt, C Armitage, K Balogun, P Barton, J Baxter, W Cullen, G Elliott, M Ferguson, K Garton, C Gaskell, B Harris, R Harris, M Jackson, M Joseph, D Kendall, C Parsons, M Pindar, T Pindar, D Raine, M Raine, L Rowley, S Salamah, A Sangster, N Taylor and D Wright.

1.0.
Matters Outstanding from the Previous Meeting

1.1
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2008 were taken as read and there were no matters arising.

2.0
Scarborough – A University Town

2.1
The Chairman introduced Dr Craig Gaskell, Dean of the University, who gave a presentation on the University.  The presentation gave an overview of the different courses that the University provided together with some statistics, and how the students engaged with the local community.  The presentation also explored the theme of ‘What is a University Town’ including how new people coming into the town brought in new ideas, fresh thinking and a different approach to problem solving.  The question was also posed What would Scarborough be like without a University?  Dr Gaskell introduced Mark who was the Vice President of the Student Union.  The Student Union works very closely with both the students and the University.  Mark explained that the Student Union had an executive committee made up of volunteers.  The work the Union covered included all aspects of student life, eg welfare, finances, housing, academic issues and community.  They organise freshers week and plan charity events.  Dr Gaskell passed round a leaflet ‘Go Scarborough’ that is given to freshers and also a postcard with the Go Scarborough website.  The website www.hull.ac.uk/goscarborough has short videos of all the different subjects available at the University and he gave a demonstration of the website.

2.2
The Chairman thanked Dr Gaskell and Mark for their presentations.  He then introduced Nick Taylor, Manager of Urban Renaissance, who explained that the next session would be a discussion on the following questions:-


What were your perceptions of Scarborough before you came?


What do you think now?


How do you think we could change the image?


What is the essence of Scarborough?

2.3
The discussion groups reported back with the following comments:-


What were your perceptions of Scarborough?


A tourist town


Quiet, boring, relaxing, has a seafront (don’t get that in London), thought it would be larger.


Some students had been on holiday as children, some didn’t know anything about Scarborough before they came.


What do they think now?


Positive and friendly town


People don’t rush around


A relaxing environment


Poor bus service


Need to improve disabled access around the town.


Small shopping centre


not many sports activities on an evening.


needs a multiplex cinema


needs to develop a performance space to attract locals and students


How do you think we could change the image?


Have an international music festival.


Revive failing pubs by hosting live music events that would attract students.


Need to improve graduate job opportunities as many students wish to stay in the area but have to move away to get work.


Need to improve business start up opportunities.


Improve transport, transport links into Scarborough and parking issues generally.


Accommodation for students – have a scheme whereby landlords are approved to ensure student accommodation meets a certain standard.


Improve the area coming out of the station, eg awkward to cross the road.


The Essence of Scarborough


A vibrant town, close to the sea.


An opportunity spotting town, ie students could see opportunities to support local people with their businesses by attracting students.


A fantastic environment of a manageable size.


Good place to bring up children


Scarborough managed to keep its culture and beauty


Fish & Chips.

2.4
The Chairman thanked everyone for their input into this session.  Doug Kendall reported that in relation to the Station Square area consultations would be starting in 2 weeks time.  The Chairman added that parking would be discussed at a future Town Team meeting when the new transport scheme gets established.  Alex Sangster reported that he would be compiling a survey of students views to go on the website.  The Chairman thanked Dr Craig Gaskell for hosting the Town Team meeting.

3.0
Scarborough Urban Area Forum

3.1
Matthew Joseph reported that a Friends of the Market Hall group had been established which was meeting every two weeks.  They were concentrating on improved signage and better recycling facilities.  The next meeting of the Area Forum would be celebrating what had been achieved so far.  There would be performances from young people involved in different projects around the town.  The meeting would also be promoting ‘Scarborough 2009 – An Intergenerational Town’.  This project will encourage various agencies to start projects that would involve bringing old and young people together.  The next meeting will be held on 10 December at 7.00 pm at Scarborough Library.  Matthew also handed round leaflets for a new Country Market at Staintondale on Saturday 6 December from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm.

4.0
Date and Time of Next Meeting

4.1
The next meeting of the Town Team will be on Tuesday 16 December at 7.00 pm at the Royal Hotel.

