MINUTES OF THE TOWN TEAM MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2008

AT THE CAVALIER SUITE, ROYAL HOTEL, SCARBOROUGH

Present:
C Armitage, P Barton, A Booth, R Brophy, J Drewery, G Elliott, P Elliott, R Foster, B Grant, B Harris, N Hart, L Haycock, M Joseph, D Kendall, D Lewis, J Low, S Low, S Parnaby, C Parsons, T Peers (Chairman), D Raine, M Raine, G Smith, N Taylor and L Tomlin

1.0.
Matters Outstanding from the Previous Meeting

1.1
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 June 2008 were taken as read and there were no matters arising.

2.0
How Does Planning Relate to You? – Improving Communications and Involvement.  A Presentation by Scarborough’s Planning Manager, Jill Low.

2.1
The Chairman introduced Jill Low (JL), Scarborough Borough Council’s Planning Manager, who explained to the Town Team how they could get involved in local planning matters.    These ranged from the Local Development Framework (which is a series of documents to replace the Borough-wide Local Plan) through to local planning applications.  She stressed the importance of consultation.  Although this is a statutory requirement, consultation adds value to the process and draws out important issues enabling a constructive dialogue.  Consultation can also reduce conflict and objections to planning applications, thereby speeding up the process where issues are resolved in advance.  JL circulated a Statement of Community Involvement which sets out how the public can become involved, for example attending exhibitions, commenting on draft documents, etc.  A number of Development Plan Documents are being prepared which include a Core Strategy and Housing Allocations, these documents set out the Council’s broad aims.  Other Development Plan Documents will include Employment Land Allocation.  Anyone can register with the Forward Planning Office at the Town Hall to be on the Local Development Framework mailing list or you can comment on documents that are on the Scarborough Borough Council Planning website.  The benefit of being on the mailing list is that you will be notified when documents are available to comment on.  All planning applications are available on the website, including individual comments on the applications.  There are also all the reports and minutes of Planning Committee meetings, as well as decision notices and appeal decisions.  JL also explained how members of the public can be involved in the pre-application consultations from major developments to householder applications.  Householders making planning applications are encouraged to discuss their application first with a Planning Officer who would give free and impartial advice as well as consulting with their neighbours to enable any concerns to be raised and dealt with prior to the application being made.

2.2
The Town Team asked questions and commented on applications considered by Parish Councils, the complexity of planning applications and officers having to adhere to government advice as well as taking into account local considerations, the role of the Planning Inspectorate, the purpose of Section 106 Agreements and the benefits these gave and the recently to be introduced Community Infrastructure Levy, the effects of the credit crunch on S106 Agreements, whether public art could be funded by this and what was meant by public art, the density of developments set by government, how to balance this between town and country to protect character and location and living above the shop schemes.  The Town Team were encouraged to comment on planning applications through the Urban Space Group.

2.3
The Chairman thanked Jill Low for her interesting and informative presentation.

3.0
The Star Map – Feedback from a Session held on 18 August

3.1
Nick Taylor reported that ideas for this area of the South Bay had been raised at the original Urban Renaissance weekend six years ago.  Since then the Star Map had been put in place and recently refurbished with new signs and lining.  On the 18 August, nearly 30 people had turned up to give their ideas for this area.  Suggestions included piece of art/sculpture, telescope, screens which gave the impression of looking down a hole to the other side of the world, some form of a ‘henge’ area to do with science which was fun and interactive, a cable car lift.  It was felt that this area had a unique sense of place and anything on it did not want to detract from the area.  Other suggestions included seating and picnic area and water features, eg waterfall down hillside, fountains with coloured lighting, any lighting could be turned off at night so that the star map was still visible.

3.2
Suggestions from the Town Team included, retain a blend of the old and new by having a new outdoor pool in the style of a lido (which had recently been done in Plymouth), have a dome over the pool so could be used all year round.  There was strong support for improvements to the access down the Esplanade to the star map, including disabled access.  Have an ice-cream van, redevelop the sunbathing/toilet block into a restaurant, include surfers facilities, have a theme such as the Olympics for any development.  NT thanked everyone for their suggestions.

4.0
Project Update and Action Group Feedback

4.1
Doug Kendall updated the Town Team on the following:-


Scarborough Business Park – opening next Thursday.  Thornbury Road link almost complete and ready for adoption


Creative Industries Centre – in operation.


Next projects will be the Spa and South Bay, Station Square and the Outer Harbour – site investigations had taken place at the Outer Harbour regarding a marina extension.  An architectural competition was proposed for a bridge link to Outer Harbour


Mere Consultation – going out to developers with different options


West Pier – project team looking at it and awaiting response from fishing industry.

4.2
Nick Hart, Chairman of Urban Space Group reported on their last meeting as follows:-


Open Air Theatre – had discussed Benchmark’s proposals which they did support but were disappointed in scope of proposal, which included a covered area in the auditorium.  They felt that there was a lack of imagination regarding the north and central buildings.


Fantasy Forest – has a new owner who wants to develop the building and improve the exterior. Their comments have been sent to the Planning Office.  Suggestions for improvements include taking the blue signage off the front of the building and restoring the balcony behind it, how to improve the roof area, a new design for the side of the building which overlooked St Nicholas Gardens.


Friends of the Old Railway Line – lottery funding gone to second stage for approval.  A team of students from Sheffield University received approval to study the railway line as part of their course work, from Sainsbury’s to the new Rugby Club.  The aim of this is to generate ideas on how this could be improved for future use and any findings can be used to create a more substantial bid for funding.

5.0
Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting

5.1
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21 October 2008 at 7.00 pm at the Royal Hotel.

