RENAISSANCE TRANSPORT GROUP MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 4 September 2008 at 5.30 pm in the Renaissance Centre

Present:

	Kay Aitchison (KA)
	Colin Foster (CF)
	Jane Pepper (JP)

	Pam Barton (PB)
	Alistair Gibson (AG)
	Andy Sharp (AS)

	Bruce Bedford (BB)
	Nick Hart (NH)
	Matthew Smartt (MS)

	Barrie Cappleman (BC)
	Sylvia Hurley (SH)
	Alan Tomlinson (AT)

	Dilys Cluer (DC)
	Tom Mutton (TM) Chair
	Brian Watson (BW)

	Tony Fenter (TF)
	John O’Malley (JO’M)
	


	1.0 Apologies










Nick Taylor (NT)

2.0 Minutes of the Last Meeting

Approved 

3.0 Matters Arising

3.1 Tour of Britain Update:  Stage 5 of the tour will be coming through Scarborough, proceeding to Dalby Forest, on 11 September.

3.2 Open Stage Day:  Cancelled due to Health and Safety concerns.

4.0 Old Railway Line – Action Plan

The Big Lottery Fund Changing Spaces bid (for c £60k) by the Friends Group has progressed to stage 2; result anticipated by end of year.  Match funding from SBC (c£25k) and from Section 106 contribution (c£14k) secured. 

A questionnaire seeking views was circulated amongst the group for completion and discussion.  

· Consultation process should cover the whole age range and include schools 

· St Augustine’s views particularly important, given number of Bridlington/Whitby students

· Doorstep/leafleting as a means of getting views/suggestions of the public

· Post questionnaire on website 
· Consult via parish councils along the line

· Tie in with ‘safer routes to school’/NYCC

· Tie in with Sustrans 

· Include Whitby

If £60, 000 became available, what would be the priorities?

· Access points (information about/upgrading etc.)

· Information leaflet re. whole route

· Surfacing and drainage works

· The area around the line should be viewed as ‘playspace’

· Improving the surface along the track, but as Friends are focussed on the urban area, concentrate on urban stretch for now

· Highlighting places where you can join/leave the track.

The importance of linking line to cycling strategies to draw down NYCC funding as part of LTP was discussed.

· The need to meet Government standards was recognised.  

· Deadlines for bids for the next financial year is October. AGREED – BB/TM to prepare bids to NYCC for lighting urban section and path widening at Gallows Close. NB – Subsequently proposed to include resurfacing Scalby to Rugby Club and/or Burniston section.

Maintenance issues.

· Need to establish now how the works will be sustained. Maintenance a big issue for the line. Maintenance comes from Parks and Highways budgets and increases are needed. Big part of action plan would be securing these extra resources in some way.
Sheffield University.

· AS/NH drew attention to the proposed ‘live project’ by students from Sheffield University. Good publicity opportunity. Likely to commence in October. AGREED – NH to speak with Ben Costello to progress Sheffield University students’ project

Public Right of Way.

· The line is a permissive right of way at present. The pros and cons of designating as public bridleway were discussed and it was felt appropriate. National Park not keen on designation in their area because of maintenance burden. AGREED – Seek designation of route between Sainsburys and National Park boundary as public bridleway. 

Electrically Assisted Wheelchairs would be able to use the route, up to 6mph max.

Litter bins/ benches

AS suggested that sheltered locations, eg under bridges, would be the logical place for siting bins and benches.  Concerns were raised that such locations pose a potential crime and disorder problem (though it can’t be assumed such problems would arise).  It was noted that SBC is audited in this regard and must be able to demonstrate that the council’s actions do not constitute a breach of its duty of care.

NB – Subsequently proposed to take report to SBC Cabinet in November 2008 on Old Railway Line project and issues.

5.0 Any Other Business

DC enquired about information regarding buses (eg timetables, routes etc) being made available outside the Railway Station.  BB reiterated that this was not a role of SBC and highlighted the difficulties which had arisen in persuading the bus companies to provide and maintain such information.  Following discussion it was AGREED that NT should approach his contacts to move this forward

6.0 Date and place of the next meeting

Thursday 2 October 2008, 5.30 pm in the Renaissance Centre.  

Meeting closed at 6.35 pm.    
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