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Yorkshire and Humber 2030 – a bright future ahead?
Embargoed until noon on 15 January 2008
A new report released today, “The Future of Yorkshire and Humber: trends and scenarios to 2030”, explores what Yorkshire might be like in 2030 and how trends impacting on the region now may affect it long term. 
The report is part of a ‘Futures Toolkit’ commissioned by Yorkshire Futures from national experts Henley Centre Headlight Vision.  It is designed to build understanding of the forces of change, to generate informed debate, and to spark positive action to better prepare for and influence the future.

The centrepiece of the work is a ‘most plausible’ scenario which projects what the region may be like by 2030 if current trends continue without any major changes or interventions to affect them.  The report makes clear that unexpected events and uncertainties mean the findings are a guide not certain predictions.  Possible outcomes in the region that are flagged for 2030 include:

· Longer life expectancies for most people, although coupled with rising obesity
· An older and more diverse population

· High employment rates, with more flexible working patterns and steady economic growth – despite competition from new economic powerhouses like China and India
· Gradually improving educational attainment and more people doing skilled jobs

· Rising energy, travel and resource costs

· Widening gaps between the best and worst off, linked to jobs market and housing
Talking about the report, Simon Foy, Chief Economist at Yorkshire Forward said “The findings reinforce the work Yorkshire Forward is doing with partners to heighten skills, promote innovation and exploit new environmental technologies and energy sources.”

The report includes imagined scenarios as well as the ‘most plausible’ one.  A ‘Northern Lights’ scenario envisages skilled workers from London and the South moving to Yorkshire to enjoy a better and more affordable quality of life, sparking rapid growth and a ‘golden triangle’ between Leeds, Sheffield and Manchester.  Meanwhile a ‘Low Carbon Locale’ scenario looks at the impact dramatically higher energy costs would have. 
The trends mean projects like Barnsley’s new Digital Media Centre may become the shape of things to come.  Supported by Barnsley Council, Yorkshire Forward and the EU’s Objective 1 Programme, the centre offers businesses in the growing digital media space in a striking modern building with state of the art environmental features like natural ventilation and a ‘biomass’ boiler that burns fuel crops grown in South Yorkshire.
The Futures work was supported by NHS Yorkshire and Humber, Yorkshire and Humber Assembly and Leeds City Region as well as Yorkshire Forward.  Sue Jeffrey, Executive Director at Yorkshire and Humber Assembly said “The toolkit provides a great resource to get people thinking and talking about the future”.  Les Newby, Director of Yorkshire Futures added, “The shared understanding and discussion that this work promotes is key if we are to better prepare for and influence the future.”
The Future of Yorkshire and Humber report will now be distributed widely to organisations and decision makers around the region to support them in thinking long term and securing the best possible future for the region.  
The full report and its summary are available online at www.yorkshirefutures.com
Note to Editors:

1. Yorkshire Futures is the region’s ‘Intelligence Network’. It seeks to help make Yorkshire and Humber a better place by bringing issues to the fore that need resolving; communicating solutions; and monitoring progress.

2. This research was commissioned by Yorkshire Futures and prepared by Henley Centre Headlight Vision during 2007.   It was also supported through or with Yorkshire Futures by Yorkshire and Humber Assembly, NHS Yorkshire and the Humber, Leeds City Region and Yorkshire Forward.
3.  A photograph of the new Barnsley Digital Media Centre is attached, more images are available on request.
4. For more information, please contact Les Newby, Director, Yorkshire Futures on 0113 394 9676; email les.newby@yorkshirefutures.com or Ian Aspinall, Communications Manager, Yorkshire Futures on 0113 394 9988 or 07858 954852; email ian.aspinall@yorkshirefutures.com
