MINUTES OF THE TOWN TEAM MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 19 APRIL 2008

AT THE CAVALIER SUITE, ROYAL HOTEL, SCARBOROUGH

Present:
C Armitage, P Barton, A Booth, R Brophy, L Davis, P Davis, R Foster, A Gibson, B Harris, N Hart, J Hopton, T Lawson, B MacCallaugh, D Nellist, S Parnaby, T Peers (Chairman), A Perry, C Racey, V Ramaswamy, J Riby, L Rowley, J Senior, G Somerville, G Smith, K Smith, N Taylor, B Watson and P Wilkinson.  Representatives from Scarborough Mere Angling Club and Friends of the Mere.

1.0.
Matters Outstanding from the Previous Meeting

1.1
The minutes of the meeting on 19 February 2008 were taken as read and there were no matters arising.

2.
The Mere and Surrounding Area – A Consultation Exercise

2.1
Nick Taylor, Urban Renaissance Manager, presented this item.  The aim was to get the Team discussing different types of activities that could take place from The Mere, Oliver’s Mount, to the Middle Deepdale development while thinking about connections to the town and the impact on the area as a whole.  Consultant TEP and BG Group have been appointed to develop a Masterplan and four options were tabled for consideration.  The options ranged from Option 1 - low key development, eg community woodland, bridleways, footpaths, cycle paths, wildlife trails; Option 2 – some buildings eg equestrian centre, holiday lodges and Options 3A and 3B had a range of commercial leisure attractions, eg sports centre, extreme sports building, hotel, car parking.  The options were to generate discussion and a feeling for the type of activity that people would like to see there and not definitive plans.

2.2
The Town Team discussed the options in various groups and commented on the following;-


Have a natural diverse habitat, be seen as an outpost of the North York Moors National Park.  Need some commercial aspects to become a destination for visitors and locals however there is a risk of creating more traffic if something like a Sports Centre was built there.  Be careful not to build commercial developments between the Middle Deepdale Development and Oliver’s Mount as this will have the effect of creating a barrier between the area of green space and the residential area. Have a bus stop near The Mere so people could access the site by Park & Ride.


Designate the area as a Country Park. Keep the Mere as a quiet area for angling, no extreme sports on the Mere.


Like the allotments and community farm which would serve the new housing and the schools.  Liked the equestrian centre but point taken about the location (ie blocking the green space off from the residential area).  Have a sports centre and all weather sports facilities situated on the sports pitches.


Water and Mere are sacrosanct, angling and model boating OK but no intensive use.  Consider whether motorcycling is going to continue.  Great area for walkers, cyclists and joggers.  Scope for distance running track.  Retain sports fields but not a good place for a sports centre, this needs to be looked at strategically.  In favour of an equestrian centre to national standard.  See little value in another golf course.  Like the community woodland.  Question whether the Country Park Hotel is in the right place.


Important to consider the needs of surrounding residential areas so that these facilities will be used by locals rather than bringing people in from other areas.  Need facilities for children and teenagers, eg skateboard/bmx park.

2.3
Town Team members were also given individual feedback forms to complete and return.  Consultation on The Mere will continue at the Falsgrave Community Resource Centre on 30 April between 2.00 pm and 7.30 pm, at Eastfield on 1 May between 3.00 pm and 7.00pm.  It will also be considered by the Urban Space Group on 8 May between 7.00 pm and 9.00 pm.

3.0
A Shared Space Scheme

3.1
Nick Taylor explained that the principle of a shared space scheme was to do away with traffic lights, road markings, signs and pavements so that pedestrians, cyclists, cars and lorries all used the same area within a street.  Everyone had to interact and watch out for each other.  Different types of paving were used to delineate priority.  Adverse camber on roundabouts used to reduce speed. Nick Taylor together with Nick Hart had visited towns in Holland that had implemented this scheme.  Benefits of the scheme were reduced accidents (some minor accidents but completely eliminated major accidents), buses passed through the area quicker than waiting at traffic lights, improved environment as water features introduced, businesses improved.  The scheme took 7 years to implement.  Shared space schemes taking place in Brighton and Central London.  Suggested area in Scarborough is from Vernon Road along to St Nicholas Street/St Thomas Street junction.  Also could be implemented in residential areas.  

4.0
Action Group Feedback

4.1
Urban Space Group – Nick Hart reported that at their next meeting on 8 May they would be discussing the North Street outline planning permission with a view to sending their comments in to the Town Hall and Town Team Executive Group.

4.2
Safeways Park – Andy Sharpe reported that the official opening of Safeways Park would take place on Saturday 17 May.  The Urban Space Group had taken on the Old Railway Line.  Looking to have a brand name for the line up to the rugby club.

4.3
Harbour & Sandside – Lindy Rowley reported that this group now meets at 6.00 pm at Auborough Street Business Centre on Thursday 24 April.

5.0
Date and Time of Next meeting

5.1
The next meeting will be held on 20 May 2008 at 7.00 pm at The Royal Hotel, Scarborough.

