MINUTES OF THE TOWN TEAM MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 18 MARCH 2008

AT THE CAVALIER SUITE, ROYAL HOTEL, SCARBOROUGH

Present:
A Abiola, C Armitage, A Backhouse, J Banks, P Barton, H Beaumont, A Booth, D Bowe, R Brophy, B Cappleman, V Clark, D Cluer, P Davis, L Davis, L Douthat, S Fletcher, R Flowitt, M Flowitt, A Gibson, P Graves, P Griffiths, N Hart, J Hines, R Johnson, B Kelly, D Kendall, T Lawson, S Parnaby, T Peers (Chairman), A Perry, C Perry, M Pindar, T Pindar, J Riby, J Ritchie, R Robinson, L Rowley, J Senior, G Somerville, G Smith, G Stapleton, N Taylor, L Tindall, M Vesey,   Watson and H Watson, 

1.0
Apologies


Apologies will no longer be recorded in the minutes with immediate effect.

2.0.
Matters Outstanding from the Previous Meeting

1.1
The minutes of the meeting on 19 February 2008 were taken as read and there were no matters arising.

2.
A Presentation on Parking, Park & Ride, Buses by John Riby, Head of Harbours & Enginnering Services, Scarborough Borough Council

2.1
John Riby (JR) introduced David Bowe, Assistant Director of Highways and Transportation at North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) and Helen Watson, Principal Engineer, Scarborough Borough Council (SBC).

2.2
JR presented the Scarborough Integrated Transport Scheme (SITS) to the meeting by explaining that the development of SITS involves partnership working between SBC, NYCC, the contractors Skanska, Mouchel Parkman and East Yorkshire Motor Services.  A new traffic management system is being installed to regulate and prioritise the progress of buses in order to meet the target journey time of 10 minutes for the Park and Ride buses.  Park & Ride will run from two sites, the A165 Diversion and the A64 on Seamer Road.  There will be 600 parking spaces at each site.  The sites will provide modern facilities with timetable information as well as tourist information.  Other benefits from the traffic management system include, reduced congestion, improved cycle facilities, improved crossing facilities for pedestrians, ability to regulate traffic flow around the town, dedicated bus lanes.  Plans were shown illustrating the Park & Ride bus routes, including where the new traffic signals will be sited, bus lanes, cycle routes and pedestrian crossings.  Other key junctions are being upgraded, eg Victoria Road/Hoxton Road, Victoria Road/Northway and Northway/Westborough, although not part of the Park & Ride route traffic flow at these junctions has an effect on the routes. 

2.3
Members of the Town Team asked questions relating to parking on West Street and Holbeck, which will be retained with the possibility that Traffic Regulation Orders may be looked at when the scheme settles in, the chicanes are being modified on Holbeck to accommodate the buses, yet still achieve a traffic calming effect.  The development on Middle Deepdale has been taken into account.  All traffic signals are linked and monitored and patterns can be altered to suit conditions, if there was a major traffic light failure they would default to a set pattern.  Park & Ride for north of the town and traffic arriving through Vale of Pickering was discussed.  Links for people arriving from Hull, York & Leeds by rail and bus were also discussed as were links to the Sands development.  How the Park & Ride Scheme will be marketed, what the passenger experience will be and whether Park & Ride would be able to link in with specific events were explained.  A new pedestrian crossing will be installed at the St Thomas Street/St Nicholas Street/Eastborough junction.  NYCC and SBC are looking at provision of shelters at Aquarium Top in keeping with this newly renovated area.  The hours of Park & Ride, from 7.00 am to 7.00 pm and the night time economy were discussed.  The current Park & Ride at Weaponness will cease when the new Park & Ride sites open.  The scheme aims to utilise car parking in the town centre more effectively and the SITS will be reviewed.  Park & Ride will be free to those with bus passes and will operate all year round..  A scheme is being considered to strengthen the section of Queen Margaret’s Road that has a weight restriction.

2.4
The Chairman thanked John Riby, David Bowe and Helen Watson for their presentation.

3.0
Legoland – A presentation by Gerry Stapleton, Benchmark (developers of the Sands project)

3.1
Gerry Stapleton (GS), looked at what had been achieved so far, eg Beach Management Centre completed, chalets finished, new ticket office and shop for the miniature railway and new tea rooms.  The profits from the commercial elements of the development will go into developing the Principal Visitor Attraction (PVA).  A planning application is being submitted for a Legoland Discovery centre.  There is only one other Discovery Centre which is in Berlin with another two planned in Paris and Chicago.  The application has been submitted now as Legoland would like the Centre to be up and running by Easter 2009 which means that work on the site would need to start in May.  The planning application also includes the multi-storey car park site and the whole of the Kinderland area.  The Legoland Centre will be built in one block which will include three retail units and a further block will be developed in future which will also include three retail units.  The design of the building will incorporate an environmentally friendly roof.  It will be on two floors and will include a 4D cinema, café, activity area and shop.  The multi-storey car park will comprise 460 spaces.  It will be no higher than Ryndle Crescent.  The holiday apartments will be 34 x 2 bedroom apartments and 2 x 1 bedroom apartments and will assist with the viability of the development.  

3.2
Gordon Somerville gave an overview of current planning position in that any major planning issues are trying to be overcome before it reaches Committee stage also measures the developer needs to take to accompany this development eg, junction improvements and traffic calming on local roads, bus/taxi drop off points, cycle routes, package of measures regarding affordable housing and primary school provision.  

3.3
Members of the Team Team asked questions on the multi-storey car park which would need to be ready for the opening of Legoland, there has been a rethink on the green wall as these are high maintenance and instead may opt for louvres which give a wave effect.  Whether Legoland could pull out and what measures would be taken to prevent this happening as far as possible; the amount of PVA left which is 50,000 sq ft, Legoland covers 40,000 sq ft; how the finished building would look and there would be a gap between the apartments and Legoland until the second PVA block was built, the variation of outline planning consent over the number of residential units; the visitor time spent inside Legoland and whether a ticketing system was used, this development does not impinge on the proposed area for the swimming pool, if there were still plans for a multi-screen cinema and/or casino on the site.  A multi-screen cinema has not been included in the planning application and a casino is subject to legislation.  Concern was expressed about the amount of space to fill and whether Scarborough could absorb it and the need to achieve a balance.  Need to encourage links between North and South Bays and Scarborough as a tourist attraction as a whole.

3.4
The Chairman thanked Gerry Stapleton for his presentation.

4.0
Limiting the Use of Plastic Bags

4.1
The Chairman reminded the Town Team that Urban Renaissance was about improving the appearance of the town and one way this could be achieved was to limit the use of plastic bags.  The meeting agreed to support this.

5.0
Date and Time of Next meeting

5.1
The next meeting will be held on 15 April 2008 at 7.00 pm at The Royal Hotel, Scarborough.

