Active Transport Group Notes 6th September 2007

Attendance:  Barrie Cappleman, Dilys Cluer, Brian Watson, Pam Barton, Colin Foster, Tony Fenter, Amy Walker, Nick Taylor, John Hannah, Rachel Richardson, John Ritchie,  Mick Jefferson, John Puddephatt and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Anne Gurney, Mike Gurney, John Riby, Ian Lambert, Alastair Gibson, Annie Haviland, Brian O’Flynn, Anne Smith, Chris Goode and Jim Mellor. 
Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the previous meeting (5/7/07) were approved.

Old Railway: Still uncertain of the fate of the £100k easement and restitution money received from NEDL. 

Cycle Action Plan: John Hannah (from the Highways Dept.) brought in a plan of the town showing the schemes identified in the Action Plan. Also in attendance was Rachel Richardson from forward planning. John agreed to produce the plan in a smaller format (but not too small to lose legibility)

There was some discussion of the plan and we reiterated our strategic priorities (Seamer Road and Scalby Road) as well as the quick, not too expensive, wins (route through Manor Road Cemetery and dropped kerbs at road closures to allow cyclists through more easily. Mick remarked that dropped kerbs might encourage more motorcyclists. 

John Hannah produced outline plans that had been drawn up for the proposed contra-flow scheme over the railway bridge on Belgrave Terrace. This would have the added benefit of preventing heavy goods vehicles from using the bridge (which they do sometimes even though there’s a weight restriction).

John Hannah also informed us that Seamer Road, from Queen Margaret’s Road to Valley Road, had an unacceptable number of pedestrian injuries. These were not clustered around any particular location but distributed along the route. Hence they were considering what might be appropriate treatment of this section of road and that measures for cyclists could play a part.

In order to prioritise the proposals in a way that fits in with established procedures in forward planning it was agreed that there should be a smaller meeting with the appropriate officers.

Renaissance Reunion: 12/13 October. Nick reminded us we needed to BOOK places. These were getting in short supply for Friday (including a dinner) but that Saturday (on the West Pier and focused on Scarborough) had yet to be fully promoted.

We will have a display booth at the event on Saturday which will include a rolling slide show of the Group’s raison d’etre and accomplishments. Andy has already produced this but Nick felt that some of the wordy slides would benefit from having a background picture. There are problems publishing pictures of people without permission and Colin suggested approachin Sustrans for some stock photos.

+ we need volunteers to man the stand from 9.30 until 16.30 (i.e. 7 hour long slots).

Footpath from Spa Bridge to the Esplanade: This is an important pedestrian route from the Esplanade to the town centre (even gradient and rewarding views) but the surface leaves a lot to be desired. Dilys will make enquiries.

Next meeting: Thursday 4th October 2007, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Office.

Andy Sharp 7/9/07

