Active Transport Group Notes 5th July 2007

Attendance:  Barrie Cappleman, Dilys Cluer, Brian Watson, Euan Sutherland, Pam Barton, Mick Jefferson, Alastair Gibson, Colin Foster, Tony Fenter, Amy Walker, Geoff Gardner, John Riby, Andrew Backhouse, Nick Taylor, Mick Jefferson and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Anne Gurney, Mike Gurney, John Ritchie, John Puddephatt, Brian O’Flynn, Anne Smith, Chris Goode and Jim Mellor.

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Old Railway: John Riby was asked about the fate of the £100k easement and restitution money received from NEDL. He did not know but would sort it out.

Scarborough 30 minute challenge: Didn’t attract many participants but confirmed that the main parts of Scarborough are within 15 minutes bike ride of the station.

Cycle Action Plan:Andrew Backhouse reported that the on road scheme from Musham Bank to Seamer had been agreed.

John Riby repeated the suggestion that the proposals should be transferred on to a plan and then fully prioritised. This should be available for our next meeting in September.

Geoff Gardner (NYCC Travel Awareness Officer) pointed out that there is a new scoring scheme for projects and that once we’ve up dated the old Cycle Action Plan and then submitted it, first to the Borough and then the County, we should ask the County to give us reasons for the initial decisions that they might take.

Brian Watson raised the issue of Green Travel Plans and their effectiveness. It was acknowledged that some of these are little more than warm words of aspiration.

Geoff reminded us that the Planning Dept should be sent a full list of our aspirations so that they can be considered in the broader planning process. He told us that the CC has been developing a social marketing strategy for cycling with input from people with suitable professional and/or academic expertise. He also asked us if we could identify schools where cycling is a real option (i.e a reasonable proportion of pupils/students living between 1km and 2km of the school.)

Bus Information:When the new Park and ride is introduced there will be real time information about some services. There was still concern that the only way you could find out which buses leave which stops in Scarborough Town Centre could only be found out by wandering about amongst them. It was strongly felt that this information should be available a.s.a.p. and not have to wait until the electronic system gets off the ground. There was also slight bemusement that the bus operators have not been more proactive in improving information about their services. 

Aob: It was agreed to support the proposals from Bike It (for cycle parking and monthly guided rides) but that we needed to clarify if the guided rides were also intended for adults.

Next meeting: Thursday the 6th of September 2007.

Andy Sharp 9/7/07

