Active Transport Group Notes 12th April2007

Attendance:  Barrie Cappleman, Pam Barton, Brian Watson, Nick Taylor, Chris Goode, Alex Sangster and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Anne Gurney, Mike Gurney, Dilys Cluer and John Riby.

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Renaissance Reunion: This is now due to take place on Friday the 12th and Sat 13th of October. The 12th will be a Corporate Day in the Spa complex (aimed at Local Authorities, Councillors, members of other Town Teams etc) and the 13th will be a more inclusive day with Action Groups showcasing their work.

There will be display space available for the Action Groups and materials will be made available so that they can all look similarly professional. In addition, it is proposed that each Group produces a looped video of its work that can be shown alongside the more traditional display.

Maintenance of the Old Railway: The case for year round routine maintenance, and the importance of the Local Authority demonstrating its whole hearted commitment to the route in any attempts to gain external funding for lighting the urban section, had been put to the Renaissance Executive and Nick indicated their support. We will have to see how this works out in practice next winter.

There was also discussion of the best ways to raise interest in the route and of the difficulties that enthusiastic amateurs often face when dealing with slow moving reactive bureaucracies. It was agreed that the big challenge facing Renaissance is matching the expectations, of action, from grass roots activists with the slow pace of response from the establishment.

Hospice Bike Ride Challenge May 27th: At the next meeting of the Friends of the Old Railway (Mon 16th April, 7pm, Falsgrave and Gladstone Recreation Centre) we’ll be deciding how/when to clear up the route prior to this event. There will also be a need for volunteer marshals.

Aob: It was suggested that some businesses along the Old Railway might be prepared to sponsor notice boards/information points. Andy will raise this at the Friends meeting next Monday.

Station Square: The meeting ended promptly so we could join the Urban Space Group on a visit to the station. There is serious consideration of radically altering the balance between motor vehicles and pedestrians in the station area. This will be an agenda item at the next meeting.

Next Meeting. Thursday the 3rd of May, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Office.

Andy Sharp 14/4/07

