Active Transport Group Notes 15th March 2007

Attendance:  Barrie Cappleman, Alastair Gibson, Pam Barton, John Puddephatt, Mike Wheatley, Lindsay Wheatley, John Ritchie, Colin Foster and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Brian Watson, Anne Gurney, Mike Gurney, Annie Haviland, Chris Goode, Nick Taylor, Ian Lambert and John Riby.

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Cycle Action Plan: Additional Dual Use scheme were suggested for the footway along Field Lane/Station Road between Scalby Caravan Park and the 30mph limit in Scalby to be made dual use (This would improve access between the caravan park and the Old Railway) and along Queen Margaret’s Road. Neither location has major pedestrian traffic.

Prioritising the Action Plan: 


Priority strategic routes

· The urban section of the Old Railway needs to be lit  (l1), have the width increased as it crosses Gallows Close and have improved drainage where there is standing water.  This is the key off road route in the town and is vital to encouraging more people to use bikes.

· Seamer Road between B & Q and Falsgrave.  This is the most heavily cycled on road route in town and has been improved between B & Q and Eastfield.

· + Scalby Road between the Crown Tavern and Manor Road Roundabout. This is an important route, serving many key destinations, and this section has the biggest potential for conflict with motor vehicles.

Cheap quick wins

· A number of dual use schemes could be implemented with little more than appropriate signing. The most important of these were thought to be Stepney Drive  (du4), Filey Road (du1) (which would also need surface markings to separate cyclists from pedestrians) and Racecourse Hill near Jacob’s Mount (du7).

· The off road route through Manor Road and Dean Road Cemetry (offrd8) would link the Old Railway to the soon to be implemented scheme down Columbus Ravine. This would require little more than signing.

· Contraflow over Railway Bridge on Belgrave Road (contra2)

· Opening access (through dropped kerbs) to blocked off roads. The first of these should be where James Street joins Dean Road.

Renaissance Reunion (May): Agenda item for the next meeting to sort out the preparation of materials for a display on the Action Group’s activities.

Maintenance of the Old Railway: This is inadequate during the winter months when ther is a build up of unsightly litter (making the space look uncared for) and of broken glass (which is particularly off putting to cyclists and users of powered wheelchairs (e.g. one of the Police Community Support Officers who patrol the route by bike holds the constabulary record for punctures at 13). Any attempt to get external funding for the lighting of the route is likely to require the Authority to demonstrate its commitment to improving the quality of the route and its year round maintenance.  This is clearly not the case at present.

Next Meeting. Please note that this will be on Thursday the 12th of April, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Office and not on the usual first Thursday of the month.

Andy Sharp 16/3/07

