Active Transport Group Notes 1st February 2007

Attendance  Barrie Cappleman, Mick Jefferson, Alastair Gibson, Anne Gurney, Mike Gurney, Pam Barton, Annie Haviland, Ian Lambert, John Riby, Brian O’Flynn, John Puddephatt, Nick Taylor and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Dilys Cluer, Brian Watson, Chris Goode, Colin Foster and Anne Smith.

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Becoming a Sustainability Action Group. Statement on the importance of sustainable development to all the Action Groups has been produced and will be circulated.

St Catherine’s Hospice Cycling Event. The likely date for this is now set at Sunday May 27th (the bank holiday weekend). The Action Group decided that there should be a strong recommendation that participants, especially children, wear cycle helmets. In order to allow regular churchgoers to participate, and Sunday league football players, it was thought that it should be possible to start in the afternoon (e.g. 12.30 – 13.00)

ATG walks. It was agreed that it would be useful to make site visits to places of interest (e.g to places identified in the Cycle Action Plan) and John Riby thought that this would assist the LA when it came to the design stage of any schemes likely to reach fruition. 

Brian O’Flynn reported that he is due to inspect the Old Railway line with Nigel Wintringham, the SBC officer responsible fro street cleaning/maintenance, in the near future.

Discussion paper on Transport Interchange at the station. John Riby gave a brief outline of the need to improve the area near the station, as a transport interchange, and the formation, probably in April, of a working group to look at this area. The Action Group agreed to send delegates to this group when it is formed. + we emphasised the need to improve inter-modal access and the importance of public conveniences at transport interchanges.

There was also discussion of the importance of improving the experience of using the underground car park at Aquarium Top.

Cycle Action Plan. A version of the Cycle Action Plan has been produced which includes the Borough’s comments on some of the proposals. There was only brief discussion of this because the meeting had to end in time for most of us to go on to the meeting of the Cycle Forum at 6.30pm. Copies will be available at the next meeting.

Aob Brian O’Flynn pointed out that in the plans for the new rugby club only 20 covered cycle places have been planned. Given the ease of access from the Old Railway, and the need to reduce the number of people coming to the club by car, we thought this inadequate.  Andy to pass this comment through to the Urban Space Group.

Next Meeting. Please note that this will be on Thursday the 15th of March, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Office and not on the usual first Thursday of the month.

Andy Sharp 2/2/07

