Active Transport Group Notes 4th January 2007

Attendance  Barrie Cappleman, Colin Foster, Mick Jefferson, Chris Goode, John Ritchie, Dilys Cluer, John Puddephatt, Nick Taylor and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Annie Haviland, Anne Gurney, Mike Gurney, Tony Fenter and Anne Smith.

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Cycle Action Plan: The plan had been updated with last month’s suggestions and passed on to John Riby so that they could be put onto a town plan.

Viv Wright, from the Blind and Partially Sighted Society, had e-mailed John Riby with concerns about dual use footways and the risks these might pose to those with sight difficulties.  It was acknowledged that this might be a problem and there was discussion of the etiquette of using shared facilities and how this might be encouraged. Simple rules are 1) move to the left when allowing faster users to go by and 2) cyclists should give way to pedestrians.

Becoming a Sustainability Action Group? Andy reported that at the last meeting of Action Group Leaders it had been suggested that the Active Transport Group might take on the broader role of championing the environment and sustainable development. There was concern that this might dilute the work of the group and give a loss of focus. In addition, it was felt that since this ought to be a major component of the work of all the Action Groups giving the brief to one particular group might let the others off the hook, as it were.

We did, however, agree that this was a very important issue, that the Active Transport Group was currently taking a lead and, amongst its members, had considerable expertise and that a statement should be produced by the Group to encourage the other Action Groups to give these issues greater prominence. Andy to produce a first draught and circulate for comments.

Cliff Lift There was concern about the possible loss of the St Nicholas Cliff Lift. This plays an integral part in plans to make better use of the underground car park at Aquarium Top and to reduce the dominance of cars in St Nicholas Square. 

Next meeting: Thursday the 1st of February, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Office.

Andy Sharp 11/1/07

