Active Transport Group Notes 7th December 2006

Attendance  Barrie Cappleman, Brian Watson, Brian O’Flynn, Alastair Gibson, Colin Foster, Pam Barton, Jim Mellor, John Riby, Mick Jefferson, Chris Goode, Tony Fenter and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Annie Haviland, Nick Taylor and John Ritchie.

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the previous meeting were approved (with Cllr Watson shifted from apologies to actual attendance)

Cycle Action Plan: Copies of the latest version of the plan were made available and a number of additions were suggested.  

Mick Jefferson thought there should be a marked route from Musham bank to Seamer, via Crossgates. There is room for this to be on-road, but there is also sufficient space for a dual use footway. Long Lane (between Crossgates and Seamer) does provide an alternative quiet route but would be too far out of the way fro cyclists coming to/from Ayton. There has been consideration of making Long Lane a “Quiet Lane”.

Brian O’Flynn pointed out that there was poor visibility at Musham Bank where the new cycle route up Seamer Road negotiates the roundabout.

Jim Mellor suggested an off road route from Ayton to the top of Jacob’s Mount. Currently this requires lifting a bike over two gates.

Colin Foster pointed out that we hadn’t suggested anything along Scalby Road from Lady Edith’s Drive to the north. This would include North Yorkshire House as a key destination.

John Riby suggested that the plans should be superimposed on a plan, which SBC could do, and that we should identify priority routes.  The meeting supported this proposal with the addition that we should also identify low cost priorities that would give quick wins. (e.g. improving access to blocked off streets and simple signing for routes such as the one through the cemetery linking the Old Railway with Columbus Ravine.)

It was also agreed that, because of the wide variety of potential partners, the completed plan should be presented to the LSP.

Manor Road and the North Bay development: It was agreed to wait and see how effective the Park and Ride schemes turned out to be in delivering customers to the Sands. John Riby thought that the original traffic projections (giving a 30% increase along Manor Road) may not turn out to be correct.  

Football Club move out of town?: A number of members of the meeting were unable to comment on this issue because of conflict of interest. However, we were assured that the relevant planning committees would give due consideration to the requirements of Planning Policy Statement 1 to reduce the need to travel, to attempt to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and to focus developments that attract large numbers of people on existing centres.

Next meeting Thursday, 4th January, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Offices.

Andy Sharp 8/12/06

