Active Transport Group Notes 2nd November 2006

Attendance  Barrie Cappleman, John Puddephatt, Anne Gurney, Mike Gurney, Brian Watson Brian O’Flynn, Colin Foster, Annie Haviland, Chris Goode and Andy Sharp

Apologies: Graham Price, Godfrey Allanson, Christine Mark, Jim Mellor, and John Riby.

Minutes/matters arising: Minutes of the 5th of October were approved. 

Andy had met Geoff Gardner (NYCC Travel Awareness Officer) who had proposed two possible activities.

Building on the cycling isochrones, he proposed we hold a Scarborough 30 minute challenge. This would involve participants setting off from the station by bike, noting where they got to after 15 minutes and then returning to the station where there’d be some sort of reward for participation. If this event took place in Bike Week, and was registered as such, it would be covered by Bike Week public liability insurance. It was agreed to support this.

In the Cycle Survey we’d identified the need for some sort of campaign to promote cycling and its benefits. As a way of doing this he suggested that we hold a Marketing Workshop involving people with marketing expertise from local enterprises. After an initial information session they’d be asked to devise a suitable marketing strategy. Geoff could find funding for a venue and lunch. Nick Taylor (present but about to leave) suggested that this could involve the Improving Image Group and those involved in Human Resources. (i.e. for internal marketing of cycling to employees) It was agreed to pursue this.

Cycle Action Plan

There was broad support for the plan as presented, and it was agreed that, even though we might not expect to get full implementation, the list of proposed measures should be exhaustive. The importance of education was emphasised.

Annie gave a report on a scheme that had been run at Sowerby School (near Thirsk) where pupils, and family members, who’d cycled to school were treated to a slap up breakfast. Other activities during the day had included a demonstration/talk about bicycle parts and bike maintenance. Despite rain, 118 pupils took part. It was agreed that a similar event should be tried in Scarborough once the days start getting longer again.

Graham Price had written to suggest that the plans needed to be prioritised and this was agreed.

A number of additions to the first draft plan were suggested

Brian O’Flynn thought that it might be possible to make the footway from Manor Road roundabout to Woodlands Ravine (along Scalby Road) dual use. He also thought that there should be a connection to the new Medical Centre in Eastfield and Barrie suggested that it could be linked to the shared cycle way along Cayton Low Road.

Andy suggested the following

1) An off road route through Manor Road and Dean Road cemeteries, from Fieldside, that would link the Old Railway with the new route down Columbus Ravine.

2) An off road route, for leisure/tourism, alongside Scalby Beck, and the Sea Cut, from Scalby Bridge to Mowthorpe. This is currently just a footpath, but would combine with the Moor to Sea route which goes through Raincliffe Woods to give a circular mountain bike route close to town through tranquil countryside.

Colin thought that the preconception the Scarborough was too hilly for cycling should be dealt with in the Action Plan.  Provided you’ve got low enough gears it’s always easier to cycle than to walk and modern bikes usually have a wide range of gears and good quality brakes.

Aob
The North Bay development is predicted to bring a significant increase in traffic levels along Manor Rd. The section between Manor Avenue and Woodlands Ravine has a lot of crossing pedestrian traffic; in particular schoolchildren getting from communities on the eastern side to the Old Railway and the path up Woodlands Ravine. The section near Manor Road stores is fairly well traffic calmed by the bends as the road goes over the Old Railway, but there is a need to make it even clearer to motorists that pedestrians will be crossing at multiple points along the road.  This is to be an agenda item at the next meeting.

Before he had to leave Nick pointed out that the Cliff lift near Spa Bridge was in need of an expensive overhaul and that he’d welcome our contribution to help decide its fate.

Next meeting Thursday, 7th December, 5.30pm at the Renaissance Offices.

Andy Sharp 6/11/06

