Active Transport Group Notes 5th October 2006

Attendance  Tony Fenter,  Brian Watson, Mick Jefferson, Ian Lambert, John Riby, John Ritchie, Barrie Cappleman, Dave Shipley  and Andy Sharp

Apologies: John Puddephatt, Dilys Cluer, Chris Goode, Colin Foster, Brian O’Flynn and Annie Haviland 
Minutes/matters arising: Minutes of the 7th of September were approved. 

Sustrans signing. Andy to discuss signing of the route through Whitby at a meeting with Geoff Gardner next week.

Getting more people on bikes:

The broad results of this summer’s consultation exercise were discussed and it was agreed to develop them into an Action Plan for developing cycling in the town and surrounding villages. 

The main themes of the Action Plan were identified as

· Cycle Parking (with the Borough’s current plans to be clarified by the next meeting)

· Safety (e.g. identifying major points of conflict with traffic, dealing with potholes, broken glass and other surface hazards)

· Cycle routes (where they should be and in what priority; + John Riby to give a presentation to the next meeting on the details of the Borough’s Integrated Transport Plan and how this will affect the situation for cyclists (e.g. the location of bus priority lanes which cyclists will also be able to use))

· Contra flow lanes for cyclists (identifying possible locations e.g. Aberdeen Walk, Church Lane in Cayton)

· Enforcement (e.g. of parking regulations)

· Adult cycle training

· Lighting

The Action plan would make, and prioritise, proposals and identify the relevant bodies which might be expected to carry them out.

There was also discussion on changing public attitudes.  In particular, how motorists might be encouraged to identify more closely with the needs of people on bikes.  The feeling of the meeting was that the best way to do this was by emphasising cyclists right to road space through some of the measures identified above. 

To help produce the Action Plan we would gratefully receive any suggestions, under the above headings, which you might wish to make.

Aob The Scarborough Community strategy has set a target for increasing cycling in the Borough of 1% per year. Andy asked John Riby whether this meant a 1% increase in trips made by bicycle as a proportion of all trips or simply 1%b of those currently made by bike. He confirmed that it was the latter, far more modest, target.  

Next meeting Thursday 2nd of November, 5.30pm at the UR offices.

Andy Sharp 9/10/06

