Active Transport Group Notes 7th of September 2006

Attendance Nick Taylor, John Puddephatt, Tony Fenter, Chris Goode, Brian Watson, Brian O’Flynn, Sally Barlow and Andy Sharp

Apologies: John Riby, John Ritchie, Ian Lambert, Pete Massey and Annie Haviland 
Minutes/matters arising: Minutes of the 3rd of August were approved. 

Sustrans signing: Ian Lambert has improved the signing of Route 1 as it enters Whitby off the Old Railway line but the signing through Whitby is very poor/missing. Since the County has responsibility for Highways in Whitby, Andy is to contact Geoff Gardner (Travel Awareness Officer) and Dave Stevens (of Sustrans) to see what might be done. 

Memory Map. The Renaissance Executive has agreed to the purchase of a copy of Memory Map (1:25000 covering Scarborough Filey and the North York Moors) for £99.95.  This should help in establishing a bank of walking/cycling routes in the Borough.

Road planings on the Old Railway: Further complaints, this time from visitors to the town, had been received about the poor riding surface provided by the use of road planings. Brian O’Flynn reported that the matter had been raised at the last Cycle Forum and that something had been promised to be done about it. This has not yet happened.

Health Walks/Rides: Sally Barlow, PCT Physical Activity coordinator, reported that the PCT had put in a bid for funding, via the Countryside Agency, for a Green Exercise Programme. Included in this is a cycling referral scheme, where individuals are encouraged to ride bikes as part of their exercise programme. This is aimed at non competitive, non utility, cycling and will need trained people to run sessions (e.g. for those returning to cycling or going mountain biking). If the bid succeeds, there ought to be funds available for interested people to train as trainers. 

St Catherine’s Hospice – Cycling event:
Jenny Green (fund raising manager at the Hospice) is keen to have a cycling event next May/Whitsun.  This would run along the Old Railway, be a family orientated event, emphasise the health benefits of active transport and involve a number of partners. Among possible partners suggested at this meeting were the local schools and colleges. Andy to contact Mike Tildsley, the Junior Sports Leader based at Pindar School.  Andy to meet Jenny again in October.

It was agreed that participants should be provided with an informative plan of the route including info about items of interest along the way; e.g. the Alum works at Ravenscar. The National Trust and NY Moors Rangers could help with this.

Aob  Brian O’Flynn raised the question of possible dual use of footways, where broad enough, and links with the Cycle Forum (whose next meeting is on October 12th). 

The drop in cycling consultation needs to be drawn together. It was agreed that Andy should circulate info, a last request, to Bike shops, that we should make it the main agenda item at our next meeting and circulate an invite to Cycle Forum members and that we should run an in town session (near the cycle parking next to Woolworth’s) from 10am to Noon on Saturday the 30th of September. Please let me know if you’d be able to help.

Chris Goode let us know that the Paragon Cycle Club have a new web site at www.scarboroughparagoncc.co.uk 

Next meeting Thursday 5th of October, 5.30pm at the UR offices.

Andy Sharp 11/9/06

