Integrated Transport Group

Notes on meeting held on 7/10/04

Attendance:, Tony Fenter, Roger Merchant, Tony Johnson, Andy Sharp, Nick Taylor, Brian O’Flynn and Stuart Jones

Apologies: Shirley Shepperd, John Riby and John Puddephatt

Minutes/Matters arising: The minutes of the last meeting were approved

Choose to Walk Campaign: The map is now at the printers. Tony Johnson suggested that, in an appropriate format, it could go on the council’s web site.

Solar Lighting: Daniel O’Connor has now left the Authority. Andy to e-mail Andy Skelton to see who has taken on his role

Signs at Sainsbury’s Chris Goode had supplied a set of sample Sustrans signs. Andy to arrange to meet John Pratley (Sainsbury’s manager) re signs at the traffic lights off Falsgrave Road. It was thought that a Brown sign indicating the Old Railway as a tourist route could be placed at the pedestrian entrance to the site.

Favourite Walks: Tony Johnson thought that there may be copyright issues for software used in this way and suggested contacting the software firm to see if they would accept less as the use would be promoting their product. Brian pointed out that Maureen Robinson and the Civic Society have already done lots of work on local walks. Brian agreed to contact her and them to sort out the current situation.

Pedestrian Strategy:. Nick to get hold of more so that they can be circulated at the next meeting.

Aob: Brian reported that The Civic Society have made a contribution to the Local Transport Plan and it was agreed we should make a contribution to the consultation on the Borough’s Leisure Strategy. I.e. that it should include explicit reference to walking and cycling as foundation activities for other aspects of the strategy.

Public Transport Information. It was agreed that this should be within the province of the shortly to be formed Borough Transport Forum. The ITG’s role in the Forum should be to be a positive voice for walking, cycling and public transport and emphasise the need to minimise the impact of traffic on the town.

Aob: Tony Johnson had written to Nick about the possibility of running trams, supplied with green electricity, from the Spa to the Sea Life Centre. Brian O’Flynn reminded us that there had been such plans about 20 years ago but had been rejected on grounds of cost. It was agreed that the present buses were not in the best mechanical condition and that a cleaner alternative would be preferable. Solutions considered included buses driven by a flywheel (powered up by electricity at stops), Diesel hybrid buses (where the engine is used more efficiently to run a generator etc) or a land train.


In addition, we considered the truly renewably powered option of cycle taxis. Stuart pointed out that they run successfully in parts of London and in Bath are properly licensed with an established fare structure with fares similar to taxis (i.e about £2 per half mile). This sort of scheme would generate local employment and could be suitable as a community enterprise.

Next meeting; Thursday the 4th of November, 5.30 pm at the UR offices

Andy Sharp 8/10/04



