Integrated Transport Group

Notes on meeting held on 1/7/04

Attendance: Brian O’Flynn, John Riby, Daniel O’Connor, Tom Ludewig, Tony Fenter, Stuart Jones, Chris Goode, Andy Sharp, John Ritchie, John Senior and Brian Heald.

Apologies: Shirley Shepperd, John Puddephatt, Nick Taylor and Eric Broadbent

Minutes/Matters arising: The minutes of the last meeting were approved, with the addition of a quick note on the guided cycle rides which ran during National Bike Week.


Friends of the Trailway: Roger Merchant has produced a CD describing the entire route of the old railway with photographs. It was agreed that a later meeting of the Friends of the Trailway steering group should devote a meeting to this (e.g with a laptop and projector)



Daniel reported that all but two of the Sustrans mileposts had been installed; in Burniston there may be a gas main under the proposed locations. Chris Goode is to contact Sustrans about the best ways of painting the milestones to improve their legibility. + as yet there is no movement on a possible community enterprise for straw bale build shelters/toilets.

Choose to Walk Campaign: An almost final version of the map was now with Geoff Gardner of NYCC for their approval

Business Plan: Bruce Bedford (SBC) wanted some possible dates for a presentation/consultation on the Local Transport Plan. We suggested either our next meeting (5.30pm on 5th August or that of the urban Space Group at 7pm on the 12th of August.

Aob: Brian Heald, the Chairman of The Blind and Partially Sighted Society, was able to come to the meeting (see below


In a reply to our query Lawrie Quinn replied that as a Private Parliamentary Secretary in the Cabinet Office he is unable to sign Early Day Motions. He was however, in support.

Blind and Partially Sighted: Brian Heald reported that he sits on the Yorkshire Coast Action Group  (for the disabled) and attends meetings of the Town Centre Management.


York now has 32 talking lampposts, which are activated by a small transmitter carried by the person with poor sight. There are also large networks of these in York, Leeds, Bristol etc. The lampposts carry information about directions and local facilities. The network in York began with just two, but has rapidly expanded. They get their power from the same supply as the lamps and are virtually vandal proof. Each unit costs about £1500. The meeting agreed that they would be a very useful addition to the town; benefiting the Society’s members (4000 in Scarborough, Whitby and Ryedale with 1000 in Scarborough alone) as well as visitors. 


Brian reported that the programme to install dropped kerbs, and tactile surfaces to warn of road crossings, was nearly complete, but that there remained a number of other problems.


Biggest problem is signing. The partially sighted often have trouble with signs which are high up because it’s hard to make them out against a bright sky.


The police had been helpful in dealing with pavement parking and other obstructions.


Pavement cyclists are a particular problem because you don’t always hear them coming and there have been a number of incidents.


Buses are hard to use if you can’t make out the numbers, read timetables or tell which stop you’re supposed to be at.  It was agreed to approach local transport operators to discuss the provision of auditory information at bus stops, on buses and on trains. (Tom to check out the station and new trains) It was thought this would be useful to the wider set of the population who have difficulty dealing with transport information in a written form.

Cycling Strategy: Originally published in 1998 this was due an evaluation and update. It was agreed that the Cycle Forum was the proper body to do this and that we should request a meeting be convened to do so.  Chris Goode let us know that the Paragon Cycling Club is holding a social event/meeting at the Everley Arms (near Hackness0 on Tuesday the 3rd of August at 8.30pm.

Solar Lighting: Stuart said he could arrange for Solar Gen to pay a site visit. It wsa also thought that the footway linking Prospect Mount with Gildercliffe, which wasn’t able to get funding for lighting last year, might also be a suitable site for solar powered lighting.  

Next meeting; Thursday the 5st of August, 5.30 pm UR offices

Andy Sharp 2/7/04



