Minutes of the Walking and Cycling Action Group 1/4/04

Meeting held at the Urban Renaissance Offices at 5.30pm

Attendance: Nick Taylor, Daniel O’Connor, Shirley Shepperd, Tony Fenter, John Senior, John Riby, Sally Barlow, Chris Jones and Andy Sharp (chair)

Apologies: Chris Goode, Dan Joyce, Stuart Jones, Dilys Cluer and John Puddephatt

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

Nick had been unable to raise the matter of the old railway at what had been a busy meeting of the forum for Tourism.

Old Railway (Cinder Track): There was general discussion about the condition of the cinder track, the need for routine maintenance (e.g litter picking and clearing of broken glass) and John Riby suggested he would look into this at the Town Hall. He was optimistic about further funding for cycling projects from the LAs and thought that the rural stretch of the route, from Scalby to Whitby, might best be improved with the County working from the north and SBC from the south. The Officer now responsible is Bernard Goulding “Head of Street Scene”

It was agreed that there was need for community involvement in developing and maintaining the cinder track and that a good way forward would be the formation of a “Friends of the Cinder Track”. A working party on this issue has agreed to meet on Thursday the 22nd of April at 5.30pm at the UR Offices.

There was discussion of cycle routes into Scarborough from the south and of the need to keep dual use footpaths outside the urban area free from overgrowth and of the need to establish an appropriate etiquette for the use of shared facilities.

Choose to Walk Campaign: Andy reported that a good quotation had been received from Adverset (10000 copies, full colour double sided A3 folding to A4 at £835). Distribution through the Top Trader would cost £18.50 per thousand. NYCC are able to provide a good electronic street map for Tom Ludewig to work from; though the County may have to be considered as lead partners to cover their use of copyright. 3 bike shops and at least 3 outdoor gear shops have agreed to pay £25 to £30 each to be indicated on the map.

It was suggested that, along with these specific retailers and bike parking facilities, the map should also show long stay car parking in an attempt to encourage people to Park and Stride.

Public Transport Info: John Riby let us know that there is a scheme in the local transport plan to have real time information on buses at town centre bus stops by 20005/6 and that a focus group on bus routes is being formed.

Green Parade: Daniel O’Connor is helping to organise a Green Parade (on the theme of sustainable transport) as part of a series of green events over the summer. Originally planned for the end of May it will now take place in September and connect with a Green Roadshow being put on at the same time. There is involvement of local art groups, through CREATE, and schools will be involved in banner making etc. Andy agreed to look into the possibilities of getting some interesting HPVs (Human Powered vehicles) along.

a.o.b. Kissing Sleeping Beauty envisaged opening up the valley routes. The one from North Bay up Peasholm Glen passes through Manor Road Cemetery which has a complet ban on dogs. Dog walkers provide a valuable and routine adult presence in public spaces and anecdotal evidence from dog walkers suggests that problems of vandalism in the cemetery became worse when the ban was imposed and they stopped going through. John Riby agreed to see if the LA could look at revising this policy.

Next meeting (fitting in with Nick’s long term schedule) is Thursday the 6th of May at 5.30pm.
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