Minutes of the Walking and Cycling Action Group 8/1/04

Meeting held at the Urban Renaissance Offices at 5pm

Attendance: Colin Foster, John Senior, Nicola Cartwright, Stuart Jones, John Puddephatt and Andy Sharp (chair)

Apologies: Chris Goode, Dilys Cluer, Dan Joyce, Chris Scholten, Ian Lambert and Shirley Sheppard.

Correspondence: Forum for Tourism invites us to a consultation meeting at the Town Hall (6pm Tuesday 13th Jan) to look at the reinstatement of the Castle Holms area in North Bay; after the completion of the coastal defence works.

Minutes/matters arising: The minutes of the last meeting were approved. A letter had been sent to Bruce Bedford at SBC on 17/12/03, concerning bus lanes, access only etc., but no reply had yet been received.

Design Principles: A number of broad principles were agreed; in no particular order of importance.

1) New paths should have 

a) Firm surfaces 

b) Easy gradients 

c) Clear sight lines

d) Be cleared of encroaching undergrowth.

e) Lighting (for all year round utility use)

f) Frequent access points

g) Good, vandal resistant, signposting (including directions to amenities)

2) Existing footpaths should

a) Be of sufficient width for the anticipated pedestrian traffic (e.g pass the double buggy test if two of them should meet)

b) Signalled crossings should cross all lines of traffic in one go.

c) Have clear signing of walking routes to key destinations

3) All paths need 

a) places to stop, sit and meet other people

b) reasonably frequent public conveniences (i.e within 2/3 minutes walk)

Cinder Track (Old railway): Colin Foster agreed tp produce a sketch map of the route from Falsgrave Road to Scalby showing where there are problems/opportunities and suggesting positioning for signing.

Andy agreed to contact the Arts and Culture Forum to encourage their involvement in producing some preliminary plans, including public art, which could from the basis of wider local community consultation.

Choose to Walk Map? It is generally agreed that it is reasonable to encourage people to walk for journeys of less than 15 minutes duration or 1km in length. The Urban Space Group has identified the central region of the town centre in which it is reasonable to expect most people to journey on foot. It was agreed to look at producing a map of the town centre and its surroundings showing all the places within 1km of the central region and to use this as the basis of publicity to encourage residents to choose to make more of their journeys on foot. Nicola agreed to come up with a clear list of the benefits of walking to go along with this suggested campaign.

Aob: John Puddephatt wondered if we should have an input into the debate over the dualling of the A64. It was agreed that we should make the point that plans should take into account the needs of pedestrians and cyclists. E.g. whatever finally happens there needs to be room made for cyclists on the A64 from Staxton into Scarborough.

Next meeting: Provisionally set for 5.30pm (half an hour later) on Thursday the 5th of February at the UR offices (to be confirmed)

Andy Sharp 12/1/04

