Minutes of the Walking and Cycling Action Group 4/12/03

Meeting held at the Urban Renaissance Offices at 5pm

Attendance: Chris Scholten (Ramblers), Colin Foster (Cycle Forum), Ian Lambert (Sustrans), Nicola Cartwright (Physical Activity Coordiator, Scarborough & Ryedale PCT), Cllr John Ritchie, Cllr Brian O’Flynn, John Puddephatt (CTC), Stuart Jones and Andy Sharp (chair)

Apologies: Chris Goode, Charles Gavan Duffy, Cllr Eric Broadbent, Cllr David Billing, Nick Taylor, Thomas Ludewig and Jonathon Dixon.

General Discussion: It was agreed that whilst there was the need for more public education on the personal benefits of more active lifestyles and of the general environmental benefits of encouraging walking or cycling we should focus on local infrastructure. 

However, there were concerns about a number of local schools which discourage children from using cycles to go to school (e.g. Scalby School) and that some of the arguments used to justify this discouragement (e.g. safety concerns) do not consider the long term consequences of inactive lifestyles. We would therefore like to see Safe Routes to School receive more consistent promotion.

Action Points:  

Route 1: We were pleased that the cinder track (the old railway line from Safeways to the north) had been properly surfaced but thought that its strategic role as the spine of a walking and cycling network was not yet fully appreciated. If the route is to become a proper utility route, fit for regular journeys all year round, then it needs to be properly lit and consistently maintained. AS to remind the LA about the sweeping of loose chippings.

Given the need for some quick wins in the urban Renaissance process we thought that involving the Urban Space and the Arts and Culture Action Groups in developing proposals for the route, starting with the stretch between Falsgrave Road and Manor Road Playground.  We would expect to be looking at signage and access as well as lighting. AS to make contact

Valley Routes: There was also discussion of two of the valley routes mentioned in Kissing Sleeping Beauty; From South Bay up through Weaponess to The Mere and from North Bay up through Peasholm Park and the Cemetery to Woodlands Ravine.

Bus Lanes, buses, traffic lights and Access Only: Some bus lanes are going to be introduced in the town and we need to clarify whether they will be able to be used by cyclists and/or taxis. There was concern that some bus drivers pay insufficient attention to cyclists who often find themselves squeezed into the curb, or worse. Some traffic lights (e.g crossing Westborough from Northway) do not give sufficient time for cyclists, who’ve started to cross just before they go red,  to get fully across before traffic emerges from other junctions.  There are a number of Access Only roads in town which provide quiet routes for cyclists and pedestrians but where the regulations are frequently violated by taxis.  Since these drivers are licensed by the LA we would like to see them encouraged to obey the law. AS to write to the LA.

Design Principles: It was decided that we should come up with a set of design principles, in the interests of pedestrians and cyclists, which should then inform future decision making. E.g. that signalled pedestrian crossings should allow pedestrians to get all the way across in one go rather than find themselves herded into central cages. 

Key item on the agenda for the next meeting with everyone encouraged to come up with ideas.

Next meeting: Provisionally set at 5pm on Thursday the 8th of January 2004 at the urban Renaissance Offices.

AS 5/12/03

